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Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

 
Almost a decade has passed since a group of enthusiastic and dedicated 
Americanists from across the country took the initiative of founding the 
Romanian Association for American Studies. Back in 1990, a similar initiative 
had failed because American Studies was a field hardly represented in the 
Romanian universities under the communist regime.  

By the end of the 1990s, the American Studies graduate programs and 
the Centers for American studies founded in Bucharest, Cluj and Jassy,  the 
American Studies minor launched by the University of Bucharest and the 
endeavors of several other universities to  engage in American Studies 
indicated that it was high time for the creation of an autonomous Association 
of Americanists to promote American Studies in Romania and to help build up 
an active community of scholars and intellectuals involved in the American-
Romanian relations at home and abroad. The membership grew from a 
nucleus of 42 founding members in 1999 to more than 150 members in 2008.  
With members based in various academic disciplines coming from 14 cities 
across Romania, with various academic centers represented on the Board 
(Bucharest, Cluj, Constanta, Craiova, Jassy, Sibiu) and with a high 
percentage of young faculty and graduate students, the RAAS has managed 
to cut across not only geographical but also disciplinary and generational 
lines.  

In 2000, shortly after it was chartered, the RAAS was admitted as the 
20th member of the European Association for American Studies (EAAS)—the 
sixth ex-communist country to join that prestigious federation of national and 
joint national associations established more than half a century ago.  RAAS is 
now the largest of the national associations founded in the post-Cold War era. 
As EAAS members we have benefited from the EAAS’ efforts to make the 
European contributions to American Studies better known across national 
borders and to provide opportunities for fruitful relations among European 
Americanists through its publications, such as The European Journal of 
American Studies and the Newsletter “American Studies in Europe”, its 
website, hosting “International Networks” and “The Postgraduate Forum”, its 
travel grants and biennial conferences. Many RAAS members have taken 
advantage of these opportunities, fostering a growing international awareness 
of the Romanian contribution to American Studies. 
At home, the diversification and expansion of American Studies have been 
fueled up by such activities and events as the five Biennial International 
Conferences organized together with the Fulbright Commission, the RAAS 
publications, including the Newsletter American Studies in Romania, and the 
volumes of essays based on  conference proceedings, the creation of an 
website and an e-network to keep the members informed nationally and 
internationally about developments in the field, to bring to their attention 
opportunities to publish articles and reviews, to apply for various grants and  
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programs and to attend national and international conferences. By 2004, the 
endeavors of the RAAS members to obtain the official recognition of American 
Studies as a field of academic specialization and to expand the 
institutionalization of American Studies at both the graduate and the 
undergraduate level had borne fruit. Several universities in various parts of 
Romania launched American Studies programs or added new programs to the 
already existing ones. 

There is no doubt that without the RAAS and the concentrated efforts of 
its members, the rise and institutionalization of American Studies in Romania 
would not have been possible or it would have been a much slower process.  I 
am convinced that the new RAAS President, Professor Adina Ciugureanu, 
well known for her scholarly expertise and inspiring leadership, and the new 
RAAS Board including distinguished Americanists from various parts of the 
country,   will continue to work toward consolidating and energizing the 
Association, making it more useful to its members and to Romanian culture 
and enhancing its visibility in the national and international community of 
scholars. I wish them wholeheartedly success in their future enterprise.  

There is no doubt either that all along we have received a steady and 
efficient support from the Fulbright Commission, the Public Affairs Section of 
the U.S. Embassy and the American Cultural Center. They offered guidance, 
grants and a challenging meeting ground for US and Romanian Americanists 
and American Studies students. Having come to the end of my two terms in 
office, I wish to thank them again for their invaluable help and encouragement. 

We have come a long way from the days when we founded the RAAS. I 
kindly thank my RAAS friends and colleagues, officers and board members, 
for making the journey so enjoyable and rewarding. It was a great opportunity 
and honor for me to serve as President of the RAAS during such exciting 
times of change and growth.  It was a privilege for which I thank you all. 
 

��������������������������������� ������			���������


��������� ���


���������������������������


������
 
Adina  Ciugureanu 
����������
�����������	

����
������
�������������� ��
��
�������������
 ����������!����
����������������
�����"��������#��
 
Dear colleagues, 

 
I feel honored and privileged to serve as president of RAAS for the following 
term. I am fully aware of the responsibilities involved, a feeling which is 
undoubtedly shared by the other newly elected officers of our association.  

There is definitely a lot to live up to, considering the recent history of 
RAAS, in which the former president played a decisive role. It is obvious to 
everyone that Professor Rodica Mihaila, as well as the entire team deserve 
our appreciation for having kept alive, through the organization of biennial 
conferences and the publication of conference volumes, a keen interest in 
America and its culture which led to the founding of the RAAS in the first 
place.  

Our task as the new officers and members of the board is, therefore, 
exceptionally hard. On the one hand, it is our mission is to continue the 
excellent work of the Bucharest team; on the other, I think, we should consider 
new ways of exploring the United States at academic level, of enriching its 
study and enhancing research. Our agenda will naturally include the 
organization of the biennial conference, the publication of the best articles and 
essays in the conference volume, the participation in the EAAS conference 
and other international events concerning American Studies. We will obviously 
continue to support and develop undergraduate and graduate university 
programs, to publish the newsletter and, generally, to make Romanian 
academic research known in Europe and the US.  

Yet, at a time when “change” has become the leitmotif in America, I feel 
we need to revise some of the weak points which the association has had so 
far as regards communication among its members, determination to meet 

deadlines and willingness to come out with 
suggestions about improving the officers’ and the 
board’s work from which the entire association will 
benefit. We will therefore start by developing a 
better, electronically-based network between the 
members of the association, which, I hope, will 
enable us to find out about our interests, research 
areas and results. The RAAS is not only an 
association that collects the fee yearly, edits a 
newsletter, sends messages, and posts conference 
announcements. It is mainly and most importantly a 
living association which cannot exist without the 
contribution of each of its members. It is only 
through our collective voice that we can be heard 
and make a difference in the larger EAAS family. I 
invite each of you to come with proposals, 
suggestions, comments and criticism concerning 
our work. I also invite you to advertise yourself, your 
work and your research in the newsletter and on the 
web-site.  

It is our intention to strengthen the connection 
between the officers and the board members of the 
regional branches. It is extremely important for the 
association as an academic body to have board 
members who play an active part in the life of the 
association and who encourage their colleagues to 
pursue American Studies. Each board member and, 
by extension, each member of the association is 
highly valuable for the building up of a strong 
American Studies community. We are looking 
forward to your individual contribution to the 
collective synergy.   

We would also like to set up an e-journal, for 
which we obviously need your full intellectual and 
academic support. Our intention is to have it 
indexed in the Thomson-Reuters data base by 
2012. This will not only boost our research in 
American Studies, but will also provide a well-
deserved international dimension to the Romanian 
academe.  An important component of this 
desideratum is the encouragement of the graduate 
students to join us in our research programs. 
Looking towards the younger academics as well as 
towards prospective academics is, I think, one of 
our priorities as Americanists and as university 
teachers.  

Last but not least, we will continue our so-far 
very fruitful cooperation with the Fulbright 
Commission, the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. 
Embassy and the American Cultural Center. It is 
obvious to everyone that these institutions have 
been, and, hopefully, will be, playing a decisive role 
in the good functioning and further development of 
American Studies. The Fulbright grantees in our 
universities, the American Corners and, more 
recently, the library enhancement grants have 
definitely contributed to the emergence and growth 
of American Studies in Romania. 
Wishing you all a wonderful(ly active) academic 
year, I look forward to working with you in the field 
of American Studies, to harvesting the results 
together and to enthusiastically and energetically 
moving forward the RAAS in the next three years. 
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Writing for the RAAS Newsletter has a 
particularly significance for me:  this past 
August this year, I returned to Romania for 
my 3-year term as Cultural Officer at the 
US Embassy; also last summer Professor 
Adina Ciugureanu and her team took over 
the management of the Romanian 
Association for American Studies. This has 
certainly been a year of many new 
transitions both for Romania and the 
United States! 

RAAS and the U.S. Embassy have 
strong and rewarding ties: ever since the 
Association’s founding, we have worked 
together to tell young people the story of 
America. 

I appreciate the enthusiasm and hard 
work that the promoters of American 
Studies, scholars and students from the 
major universities around Romania, have 
put into this endeavor – having American 
Studies recognized and taught as an 
academic subject in itself. Today, there are 
undergraduate, MA and doctoral programs 
in American Studies at several universities 
around Romania, and the number of 
students enrolled in these programs is 
growing. For this outstanding success, I 
would like to thank Professor Rodica 

Mihaila, the former President of RAAS, and 
her team, who put their time and energy 
into this nationwide project; I also thank the 
scholars from eight Romanian universities 
for their interest in discussing American 
issues, disseminating knowledge about 
America, and promoting Romanian-
American dialogue. 

The Embassy will continue to support 
the Romanian Association for American 
Studies, as well as American Studies 
departments and individual academics.  
Our support over the years has included 
book donations; grants for library collection 
development, individual travel to 
international American Studies 
conferences, and RAAS conferences in 
Romania; as well as support for the 
publication of conference volumes.  We 
look forward to receiving further proposals 
from the American Studies community for 
this academic year, and we look forward to 
seeing more American Studies scholars 
applying for Fulbright programs. So many 
Fulbright alumni at universities all over 
Romania teach American Studies, and 
their contribution to the study of 
America is substantial. We also 
encourage American Studies 
departments to continue to organize 
student conferences; three years ago, 
we initiated a spring student 
conference program in cooperation 

with the Center for American Studies 
in Bucharest: the program has 
expanded and last year a series of 
four student conferences was 
organized, in Bucharest, Iasi, 
Constanta and Alba Iulia. 

As RAAS members known, the 
U.S. Embassy has established 
American Corners in seven cities 
outside Bucharest: Bacau, Baia Mare, 
Cluj, Constanta, Craiova, Iasi and 
Timisoara.  We invite you to visit them, 
discover their collection of print and 
electronic publications, enjoy their 
programs and contribute ideas for new 
programs. 

Once again, I congratulate the 
RAAS for their effort, resourcefulness 
and dedication, and I wish the new 
President and her team the best of 
luck; I know we will continue to be 
proud of our work together. 
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The program, set up in 2004, was seen from the beginning 
as a necessity, to give American Studies its rightful place 
within a university with a long philological tradition. This 
was even more so as many members of the English 
Department had channeled their energies towards 
studying American literature and culture. In devising it we 
relied on an already accepted idea that American Studies 
all over the world has developed in the direction of a more 
“decentralized model”. We took into account the amount of 
information on the United States that Romanian high 
school students already have by the time they enter 
university – oftentimes incomplete and artificially 
constructed by the popular American culture importations 
– and decided to offer them courses that rely both on the 

so-called “old” paradigm (history and literature), and on 
the “new” paradigm addressing such issues as 
multiculturalism, cultural hybridity, postcolonialism and 
subject positions determined by ethnicity, race, gender, 
and class.  

Our aim so far has been to ensure that students  
�  Acquire skills in critical thinking and operate with 

fundamental concepts in various disciplines such as 
history, literature, critical theory, linguistics, religion, 
philosophy, arts, economics, political science, 
journalism, and popular culture.  

�  Develop communication and social interaction skills in 
view of tolerance and mutual respect, of openness to 
diversity and new ideas. 

�  Understand social processes (historical evolution, 
political institutions), power relations and ideology 
(class, race, ethnicity, gender, nation / nationality, 
language), processes of identity formation 
(mentalities, norms, values, social roles) in a 
multicultural United States. 

�  Understand the process of cultural and linguistic 
hybridization through literary and linguistic analyses. 

�  Participate in similar parallel programs in Romania 
and abroad.  



In short, our major aim is to help our students grow into 
“organic intellectuals” well equipped for the high 
competition on the job market.  

The curriculum for the first year introduces the 
students to the basic knowledge provided by the traditional 
approaches, focusing on history, civilization, and early 
American literature, foregrounding thus some of the main 
features of American identity and social organization that 
are unique national characteristics. Gradually, the 
curriculum turns towards the presentation of the United 
States as the epitome of multiculturalism, the students 
being acquainted with different ethnic cultures in the best 
tradition of liberal pluralism. Thus, our American Studies 
program focuses on different cultural backgrounds and 
influences in the shaping of the different literary and 
cultural practices of African Americans, Native Americans, 
Latinos/as, Asian Americans and others. Beginning with 
the second year of study, we offer courses in critical 
theory and gender studies, enabling students to 
understand why and how traditional interpretations of 
canonical texts have been replaced by revisionary ones in 
the 20th century. Taking into account that American 
Studies is multi- and interdisciplinary, we also provide our 
students with courses in American philosophy, religion, the 
history of mentalities, political institutions, economics, the 
mass media and visual arts, some of them being taught by 
specialists in the respective disciplines from other 
departments. Last but not least, the program offers 
courses in popular culture and film, inviting students to 
share their personal experience of American culture and 
guiding them towards a more profound understanding of 
the dynamics of contemporary American culture, so 
influential on European and Romanian cultures today. 

Although the program is still “young” and it was only in 
2008 that we had our first American Cultural Studies 
graduates, we are confident in its future, especially after 
receiving such comments from our former students: 

 
It was something new, different and promising, and 
being a challenge-lover I decided to go for it. I can say 
it was a good option. I loved the possibility of 
communicating and the free flow of ideas between 
students and professors, and among students in our 
group (smaller, but more flexible and united), the 
open-mindedness with which most professors 
approached the subjects taught, the opportunity to 
study with American lecturers 6 of the 8 semesters 
total, and the “backstage” access we were given to a 
culture widely known, but less understood at a deeper 
level. (Alina Anton) 
 
I think one of the most obvious advantages of the 
American Studies program comes from its ability to 
provide multiple perspectives on a diversity of 
subjects. In my opinion, learning to freshly approach a 
subject or a text from a completely different angle (be 
it cultural, political, economic, literary or even 
cinematic) forces us to keep an open mind and 
restrains us from falling into easy traps such as 
prejudice, superficial categorizations or fixed ideas. 
Moreover, the diversity of subjects covered by the 
curricula (ranging from Early American History to the 
most recent events of the moment and leaping across 
various fields such as Literature, Cultural Studies, 
Economics, Politics, History, Gender Studies, Art, 

Language etc) creates a sense of variety and flexibility 
and rules out any possibility of monotony or boredom. 
(…) Therefore, in my view, the key-words which I 
would use to define the American Studies program are 
freshness, flexibility, open-mindedness, diversity and 
originality. Looking in retrospect, as a graduate, I think 
the most important gain of choosing American Studies 
as a major is having learned how to think, analyze and 
process information in a new way, rather than being 
stuffed with an endless baggage of information and 
knowledge. This reminds me of a quote which I think 
perfectly expresses the American Studies experience: 
Education is not the filling of a pail, but the 
lighting of a fire  (William Butler Yeats). So, the fact 
that the undergraduate level in American Studies has 
“lit a fire” instead of “filling a pail” has made me enroll 
in the MA program in American Studies and look 
forward to continuing the experience started three 
years ago. (Lorelei Caraman) 
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Decisions can have a great impact upon our lives; they 
can have an immediate effect or a long-term influence. 
Making the right choice is crucial and picking the most 
suitable college is a milestone in every high school 
graduate’s life. 

During my school years, I had already made up my 
mind. The Faculty of Letters was what I thought I needed 
to quench my thirst for English. But as time passed by, I 
became more self-aware; my strengths and weaknesses 
were clearer. I was striving for an ideal as far as my 
personality and attitude were concerned. What I needed in 
order to get closer to my goal was flexible thinking, open-
mindedness, a more holistic kind of thinking, an ability to 
analyze people’s reactions more thoroughly. So, when I 
found out about American Studies, I just knew it was what 
I needed to get all that. 

Here I am now, in my third year of studies, with no 
regrets regarding my choice. The variety of subjects 
studied has definitely got me closer to my ideal. The 
American Literature made me more aware of the different 
writing styles that emerged in America. The course which 
triggered my open-mindedness was Ethnic Studies, which 
offered me a deeper understanding of America’s ethnic 
diversity due to the emergence of so many ethnic groups. 
American Institutions and American Constitution were also 
great courses that made me better understand the political 
reality of the U.S. There are so many other subjects that 
drew my attention that I could write a whole book about 
my experience. 

In spite of all these advantages, I do have one regret. 
Not having any American professor was definitely a 
problem for me as I really wanted someone with first-hand 
experience that could depict the current reality in the 
States. However, I did come into contact with people who 
had lived in the U.S. and who had a great impact on me; I 
still remember the meetings with Mark Taplin who talked 
about the present political situation in the U.S. and Andrew 
Reilly from whom I learnt many things about the history of 
American film, but also ways of creating a screenplay. Due 



to these wonderful people, American Corner has gradually 
become the place I like most in the whole University. 

I am sure that my third year will be a blast! I really 
hope that after graduation, I will make it to the U.S. so that 
I can combine the already acquired knowledge with 
practical existence in this so controversial space. 
 
Corina Lungu 
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When I enrolled in the American Studies program in 2005, 
I had no idea what I was getting into. In fact, it was only 
my “back-up plan”, since I had decided about a year 
before that I would study English and Italian. However, 
when I was forced by circumstances to decide between 
the more traditional major and the brand new one, the 
promise of novelty and the idea of “Cultural Studies” were 
tempting.  

I assumed that I would find out as much as possible 
about the culture of the United States, about their history 
and politics, but I was not ready for the changes brought 
upon my way of thinking. I believe that the first major 
surprise was listening to Jimmi Hendrix’s distorted version 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner” during the Ethnic Studies 
course, in the first semester. Then everything came 
tumbling down upon us, in a sort of snowball effect. For 
those of us who were familiar with the Disney version of 
the Pocahontas story, where the young “savage” princess 
falls in love with Captain John Smith, her own “prince 
charming”, the Introduction to American Studies made 
things a bit more clear. We learned about the context in 
which the not-so-romantic encounter had taken place, and 
during the Gender Studies course in the second year the 
myth of the “prince charming” was also shattered.  

It was finally time for us to understand that prejudice 
exists at so many levels and that every concept and 
situation has to be analyzed from more than one 
perspective. The Popular Culture course revealed the fact 
that even fictional superheroes represent complex socio-
cultural and political issues in a nutshell, rather than just a 
bunch of strong guys fighting evil while wearing tights. 
Every course, from American Literature to History to 
Cultural Geography helped us gain a better understanding 
of the U.S.A. The American lecturers we have met also 
provided us with an “inside” view of the culture we were so 
interested in and made us see the things which we usually 
consider trivial, such as food consumption, from a different 
perspective.   

All in all, I’d say it was an experience which changed 
our mentality and our perception of the world around us, 
provided that we were ready to get rid of our prejudice and 
see beyond the stereotypes we are constantly being 
served on a platter. I cannot speak (or rather write) on 
behalf of all of my colleagues, but were I offered the 
chance to choose my major again, I would not take any 
different path.   
 
Adelina Vartolomei 
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Even though high school is said to be the best period in 
one’s life, I prefer to repress it and nostalgically remember 
the years at the university because it was in university that 

I felt free and independent from an intellectual point of 
view and one can barely imagine where the limits of such 
intellectual freedom might exist. I only have my professors 
to thank for that because they encouraged me to be 
creative and original and, most importantly and perhaps 
most dangerously, they taught me how to think for myself.  

When I graduated from high school, I decided to turn 
to American Studies because I looked up to the country 
and the people living in it. Most probable, I admired their 
wealth, fame and power and wished it for my own country; 
or for myself. I had a very limited understanding of life and 
I assumed that those were the qualities that made the 
world go round and matter. However, I managed to control 
my enthusiasm after the introduction I received and after I 
studied their history. As I moved on, I became rather 
arrogant and looked down on the United States of 
America. Finally I learned that the two approaches I had 
were both wrong and that I had to be less judgmental and 
look upon people with fresh eyes. Even though culture can 
influence somebody’s character in some ways and even 
though there are so many cultures on this earth, I now find 
it childish to create a hierarchy. Now I know that they all 
come with their advantages and disadvantages and saying 
things like “Of course horrible things should happen here; 
this is Romania” or “let’s take out the good china, the 
Americans are coming” is simply shallow.  

Seeing that the population is so diverse, I’ve come to 
learn a lot about people who are incredibly different from 
one another. One can hardly find moments of boredom 
while constantly discovering new aspects of North 
America and it’s practically impossible not to find 
something to like. Through Ethnic Studies, for example, I 
got different perspectives about race and discovered talent 
that has not been as promoted as that of those that are 
part of the white male canon, such as Louise Erdrich, 
Maya Angelou or Alice Walker. Gender Studies is another 
course that opened my eyes and made me realize that 
Simone de Beauvoir is just as good as Sartre or even 
better. These are few examples since it would be too 
difficult to cover even half of what one gains access to: 
Philosophy, Literature, Geography, History, Film Studies, 
Globalization, Theater, Popular Culture, Religion and Art. 
This only goes to prove that American Studies promotes 
diversity and tolerance; at least in my case. 
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American Corner Iasi is one of the first corners opened in 
Romania and, we are proud to say, one of the most active 
ones. Like all the American Corners around the world, 
American Corner Iasi was founded through a partnership 
between the U.S. Embassy and a public library, in our 
case « Gh. Asachi » County Library in Iasi. The opening of 



an American Corner inside the library, in June 2005, was a 
pleasant surprise for the entire city; we were happy to find 
out that, for a significant number of users, the opening of 
such a cultural center was an event they were really 
waiting for. Except for the books included in the public and 
university libraries collections, our city did not have, at that 
moment, an American library. That is why, for those 
interested in finding such books, American Corner Iasi 
became an important spot. In the very core of an old, 
important city, a window to America was finally opened. 
Step by step, with an increasing number of users every 
day (thanks to a permanent marketing and promotion 
activity), we managed to become more and more popular 
amongst students, teachers and other categories of users. 
We are fortunate to be part of the city’s public library, 
whose central location and numerous public are great 
advantages for the corner. 

 
Partnerships, a key to successful programming 

None of the successful projects we achieved would 
have been possible without the constant support of the 
American Cultural Center in Bucharest. Since the very 
beginning of our activity, they helped us coorganize 
lectures, workshops and presentations, by inviting to Iasi 
valuable professionals from various field. The grants given 
to the corner by the U.S. Embassy in Bucharest proved to 
be extremely useful in our day-to-day activity as well as in 
motivating the participants at our events. 

 Most importantly, what makes our corner work is the 
enthusiasm of our public, as well as our efforts in meeting 
our readers’ interests and educational needs. The first 
activities organized by the American Corners Iasi were 
lectures and presentations (Education Week), as well as 
holiday theme events (a huge Halloween party) that 
proved to be a great success. Shortly after that, 
highschool teachers began to come to the corner and 
present us their projects and ideas for various activities 
and programs. Due to the specific of our profile, as a 
public library, the highschool teachers and students are, to 
these days, our most active and reliable partners. We 
have signed (and renewed, every year) several 
partnership agreements with local highschools; together 
we organize most of our activities: workshops, holiday 
theme events, contests,  presentations.  

 We also have the duty to mention (and thank to) other 
partners, such as the Fulbright Commission in Bucharest, 
professors from the “Al. I. Cuza” University  Iasi,  the 
enthusiastic people from the National Anti-Drug Agency 
and Save the Children Romania.  
Why are our programs popular?  

What makes our users enjoy coming here and looking 
forward for new programs? Here are some of the most 
popular programs we organized over the years:  

 In June 2006, the awarding ceremony for the 
Holocaust Essay Contest, addressing highschool students 

from Iasi,  benefited by the presence of the U.S. 
Ambassador in Romania, Mr. Nicholas Taubman.  

 

 

 

 
The American Corner Caravan, in May 2007 was a big 

promotion campaign, reaching  no less than 11 schools 
and highschools from the Iasi county. More than 400 
students, teachers and school librarians benefited from the 
presentations and the materials offered by the AC Iasi 
staff.  

Letter to Santa Claus Contest, in December 2007 
perhaps the most popular holiday theme event, was a 
great hit among secondary school students: the funniest or 
most original letters were rewarded and  published in a 
small book, with the support of a local publishing house.  

Happy Easter for All the Kids donation campaign 2007 
and 2008 was a different kind of activity, developed with 
the support of the students for the benefit of socially 
disfavored children. 

 Some of our programs are held on a monthly basis  – 
English Class at the American Corner, Meeting Uncle 
Sam, American Holidays. Others are occasioned by 
special events or initiated by the presence of special 
guests. But you can find more about us and our activity on 
the US Embassy website: 
http://www.usembassy.ro/American_Corners/Iasi/Events.h
tml.  
 

Keeping in touch 

Beginning with February 2008 American Corner Iasi 
has its own monthly newsletter, Your Link to America, a 
publication that is entirely edited and designed by the 
American Corner staff. Every issue reflects the corner’s 
activity during the past month; we also included some 
permanent columns dedicated to American life and 
culture, presenting every month’s  holidays and events. 
The printed edition is distributed to our local partners, 
while the online edition reaches about 400 contacts, 
including many AC coordinators from all over the world. 
Therefore, the  newsletter  allows us to get a good 
feedback of our programs and keep in touch with all our 



partners. The newsletter is also available on the library’s 
website: http://bjiasi.ro/ro/newsletter/52  
 
A corner that feels like home 

Throughout the years, we have gathered around us a 
great number of frequent users, highschool and university 
students, teachers, scholars, Peace Corps volunteers and 
NGOs. Working together with our users and partners we 
have developed great projects and gained a lot of new 
users and, most importantly, a lot of new friends of the 
corner. We are happy to see that, after more than 3 years 
of existence, the corner is not a cold public reading room, 
but a place that most of the readers came to like, a place 
that feels like home. 

„The activity of American Corner Iasi is a formula of 
success. American Corner Iasi became an integrated part 
of the „Gh. Asachi” County Library’s activity, because it is 
located in the main building, which makes it easily and 
directly accessible to the interested public, and also 
because of the professionalism of the librarians and of the 
dedicated management.”  
American Corner Iasi Staff: Ioana Damian, Diana 
Ghiorghie� , Adriana Maftei 
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Oslo was the venue of this year’s 
EAAS conference which focused on 
a really challenging topic, “E 
Pluribus Unum” or “E Pluribus 
Plura”?, in other words the interplay 
between unity and diversity in 
analyzing the United States.  
As usual, the conference started 
with the board meeting in which 
Romania was represented by 
Professor Rodica Mih� il�  and in 
which EAAS elected its new 
president, Prof. Hans-Jürgen 
Grabbe, from Martin-Luther-
Universität Halle-Wittenberg as well 
as its new treasurer, W. Anthony 
Emmerson, School of History and 
International Affairs, University of 
Ulster. 

The four days of the conference 
featured three plenary lectures 
delivered by Prof. Jonathan Moses, 
Prof. Winfried Fluck and Prof. Joan 
Richardson, covering stimulating 
topics on migration policies, 
America and idealism and varieties 
of American experiences, to which 
were added nine parallel lectures 
and twenty-seven workshops 
dealing with various aspects related 
to history, literature, ethnicity, race 
and gender. With around 200 
speakers covering all these relevant 
fields, the conference was a 
particularly intense forum of thought 

and debate and undoubtedly this 
year’s major event in the life of the 
American Studies community in 
Europe. 

Moreover, in order to vitalize the 
work of EAAS, there was also a 
journal editors’ shoptalk in which 
our Romanian representative, 
Roxana Oltean, participated as one 
of the editors of the European 
Journal of American Studies; the 
meeting focused on attempts to 
provide regular special issues 
dedicated to important events in 
American life.  

To my delight, the conference 
also included a number of shoptalks 
on literature, history and American 
Studies which provided informal, 
engaged exchanges about the 
different institutionalization practices 
and strategies implemented in 
different European universities. This 
proved an excellent opportunity for 
getting acquainted with various 
teaching approaches, not to 
mention that it was a helpful 
springboard for possible 
improvements of existing programs.     

All in all, cross-disciplinary and 
intercultural exchange was the great 
benefit from the seminal 
presentations and debates of the 
conference. I really enjoyed the 
occasion of such a comprehensive 
experience!  
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The biannual conference of the 
Romanian Association for American 
Studies, entitled “The Sense of 
America. Histories into Text” was 
held in Bucharest, May 22nd-24th, at 
the Faculty of Foreign Languages, 
the University of Bucharest, and 
was co-organized with the Fulbright 
Commission. The conference was a 
remarkable international event, 
gathering together almost 150 
papers from Romania, the United 
States – including 30 Fulbright 
specialists – as well as Spain, 
Poland, Albania, the Ukraine, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Moreover, the 
conference also reflected the wide 
national representation of the 
Association, the Romanian 
participants themselves 
representing 16 universities from all 
over the country.  

The conference took off on a 
sophisticated note at the elegant 
Galateca Gallery, Bucharest 
University Library, where the 
opening ceremony was held in the 
company of distinguished guest 
speakers such as His Excellency 
Nicholas Taubman, U.S. 
Ambassador to Romania, prof. Ioan 
Panzaru, the Rector of The 
University of Bucharest Bucure� ti, 
prof. Barbara Nelson, then 
Executive Director of the Fulbright 
Commission and prof. Rodica 
Mih� il� , outgoing RAAS president. 
The opening was followed by the 
most-awaited event, the keynote 
paper delivered by prof. Werner 
Sollors (Harvard University), entitled 
“Americans All: “Of Plymouth Rock 
and Jamestown and Ellis Island,” 
and which addressed the question 
of foundation myths in the history of 
U.S. immigration. Thus Plymouth 



Rock, Jamestown or Ellis Island 
become places where origins are 
projected, reinvented or contested 
in a patchwork of individual and 
collective identities.  

Two more highlights of the 
conference were the plenary 
lectures offered by prof. Michael 
Kammen, Cornell Univerity, and 
prof. Christian Moraru, University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. Prof. 
Kammen’s lecture, “Art 
Controversies in American Culture, 
Historically Considered,” highlighted 
the modes in which artistic value is 
negotiated and reinvented in public 
space through a series of artistic, 
ethical and economic perspectives. 
Prof. Moraru, in his lecture “‘Global,’ 
‘Globalization,’ ‘Americanization’: 
Grammar Politics in the ‘Post-
Ideological’ Era” nuanced and 
analyzed the oft-used, yet still 
misunderstood terms of today’s 
cultural theorists.  
The theme of the conference 
attracted papers which reflected the 
breadth of American Studies as 
practiced in the international 
academic community, and which 
exemplified the inherently 
interdisciplinary approach of the 
field. The fourteen thematic 
sessions around which the 
conference topics were grouped 
illustrate the generous range of 
topics included in the “sense of 
America”. Thus the session devoted 
to “The U.S. In Perspective” and 
“Envisioning America” coalesced 
around philosophical, ethical and 
anthropological approaches that 
give a sense of cohesion to 
American literature and culture, 
while the session on “(Re)locations 
of Identity,” “Spaces of the 
Borderland” and ”Sites of Conflict” 
explored the shifting boundaries of 
selfhood, and the pressures to 
which it is subjected. With a slightly 
different focus, “Marginality and 
Empowerment,” “Reflections of 
otherness” and “Histories of 
otherness” reflected on the racial, 
gender, ethical tensions written 
within the American text.  

The sessions on “Histories in 
Narration,” “Textualizing the New 
World” and “The Rhetoric of the 
New World” testified to the powerful 
interest in the interchange between 
history and text in the shaping of the 
New World, from proto-American 
dreams to the post-9/11 ethos, 
while “Cultural Histories” and 

“Representations of Culture” placed 
America and its narratives in wider, 
global contexts. A persistent field of 
interest was reflected in the session 
on “Society and Education: Codes 
and Ethics,” which addressed the 
interface between cultural theories 
and practice.  

Three workshops were also 
organized within the framework of 
the conference: Transatlantic 
Dialogues. Eastern Europe, the 
U.S. and Post-Cold War Cultural 
Spaces; The Challenge of Race: 
Towards an African-American 
Literary Canon and Research 
Webs: Working Together at the 
Dawn of the 21st Century. The 
workshop on Transatlantic 
Dialogues, chaired by prof. Rodica 
Mihaila (The University of 
Bucharest), prof. Ileana Orlich 
(Arizona State University) and dr. 
Roxana Oltean (The University of 
Bucharest) focussed on the 
dialogue between Eastern Europe 
and the United States, and drew on 
instances of cultural translation or 
misappropriation in literature, film, 
cultural theory, mass media, 
society. The Challenge of Race, 
chaired by prof. Emil Sarbulescu 
(University of Craiova) investigated 
the notion of alterity as a possible 
basis for building an alternative 
canon, while Research Webs, 
chaired by Christian Moraru 
(University of North Carolina at 
Greensboro) engaged perspectives 
from scholars involved in 
constructing and consolidating webs 
of knowledge or in promoting 
cultural exchange.  

As has been the case with all 
past RAAS conferences, a selection 
of papers will be published in 
volume form at Univers 
Enciclopedic Publishing House in 
Bucharest. The collection will be 
edited by Rodica Mihaila and Irina 
Grigorescu Pana.   

The conference also featured a 
series of social events which 
contributed to the overall success, 
while giving flavor to informal 
academic debates: a reception at 
the chic cafe nestled within the 
building of the National Museum of 
Geology, a memorable music and 
poetry evening hosted by the 
American Cultural Center, with 
performances by Alina Bottez 
(soprano), Ieronim Buga (piano), 
Cristian T� n� sescu (poetry), 
Christopher Bakken (poetry). A 

theatrical reading at “Teatrul foarte 
mic” with a play by Fulbright Fellow 
Cristina Bejan rounded off the 
three-day academic and social tour-
de-force. The site of many an 
impassioned debate about the 
sense of America and about the 
nature of its histories and texts, the 
2008 RAAS-Fulbright conference 
turned out to be an example of the 
ability of American Studies to unite 
academic communities on both – 
and all – sides of the Atlantic. 
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How many questions can be 
answered at a conference? How 
many of them are left unanswered, 
while new ideas spring out of 
nowhere and grow in the ethereal 
air filtered by so many minds... By 
proposing new issues, the 53rd 
annual conference of the British 
Association for American Studies 



(BAAS) brought a breath of fresh 
academic air in the field of 
American Studies.  

Nestled under the dramatic 
peak of Arthur’s Seat, at Pollock 
Halls of Residence, at the end of a 
windy, but sunny Scottish month of 
March – the conference reunited 
about 300 delegates (most of them 
coming from British or American 
universities). The papers discussing 
a broad range of topics, from history 
and politics, to art and literature, 
were organized in various sessions 
focused on: Art, Innovation, and 
Interactivity, American Culture and 
the World, Writing Native American 
Experience, Forms of Twentieth-
Century African-American Culture, 
Modern American Women’s Poetry, 
Investigations of the Bush 
Presidency and Contemporary 
Conservatism, Sex and American 
Literary Adolescence, Sources of 
Women’s Reform Movements, 
Rethinking Film and Film Studies, 
New Perspectives on the 100-year-
old FBI, Chicana and Latina 
Identities, A Transatlantic American 
Renaissance, etc.  

The Cambridge University 
Press/Journal of American Studies 
lecture was given by Byron E. 
Shafer of the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison. Entitled 
”Where are We in History? Political 
Orders and Political Eras in the 
Postwar United States,” Shafer’s 
lecture placed the politics of the 
2008 campaign within the long-term 
consequences of post–World War II 
history. Another plenary lecture was 
delivered by Brenda Gayle 
Plummer, also of the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison (her lecture, 
”Peace Was the Glue: Europe and 
African American Freedom,” is in 
print now in Souls: A Critical Journal 
of Black Politics, Culture, and 
Society, 10:2 (2008): 103-22). 

Social events also played an 
important role at the conference, 
from the reception at the Scottish 
Parliament on the first evening 
(presided by Alex Salmond, 
Scotland’s First Prime Minister), to 
the reception at Pollock Halls on the 
last evening (presided by the US 
Ambassador, Robert Tuttle).  

Looking back, the BAAS 
conference can be seen as an 
extremely rewarding experience, a 
moment of grace, when new 
illuminating answers shape more 
challenging questions. 
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Motto: “I will feel 
lost, unhappy and 
at home” (Seamus 
Heaney, poet) 
    “I will not feel 
lost, I will feel 
happy and at home” 
 
(Dominic Rainsford, 
organizer)  

 

ESSE Conferences aim to reflect 
the cultural and geographical 
diversity of Europe and its 
institutions. They bring together 
higher education teachers, scholars 
and writers who research and teach 
English languages, literatures and 
cultures, with the common purpose 
of enhancing their academic 
exchanges and collaboration, and 
fostering research networks. 

The 9th International 
Conference of the European 
Society for the Study of English 
(ESSE-9) was held at University of 
Aarhus, Denmark, between 22-26 
August 2008.  

The program, although a bit too 
tight, was full of interesting events 
and presentations, but allowed 
space for organized excursions to 
places of historic, legendary and 
literary interest as well. One cannot 
remain insensitive to the beauty of 
Aarhus and its surroundings. 
Aarhus is the second largest city 
and the principal port of Denmark. 
The location of the conference was 
Aarhus University with its yellow-
brick and red-brick buildings, 
splendid rooms and conference 
halls and a very attractive campus. 
A friendly and hospitable town with 
a beautiful campus made the 
ESSE-9 Conference a wonderful 
occasion to enhance our academic 
exchanges and intellectual 
cooperation. 

It is not possible to give a 
comprehensive account of the 5 
(five) plenary sessions, 10 (ten) 
round tables, 47 (forty-seven) 
panels, panel discussions, poster 
sessions, book exhibition, author 
readings, concert, and finally trips to 
the Old City and Hamlet’s supposed 

grave. The 452 participants from 47 
countries covered a wide range of 
topics and fields of research, among 
which I would mention a few: The 
Reception of English Literature in 
20th c Europe; Translation and 
Scottish Literature; The Lure of the 
Occult and its Cultural 
Representations; Politeness and 
Interaction, Metaphors and 
Economic Thinking; Literary and 
Cultural Representations of the 
Child; Modern English Syntax: 
Historical and Comparative 
Approaches; Ethics and Trauma in 
British Fiction since the 1960s; Film 
Studies, Reading and Trust in 
Managed Learning Systems; 
American Little Magazines; The 
Intersection of English Education 
Practices and Workplace Needs, 
etc. 

The conference offered me a 
great opportunity to interact with 
prestigious researchers in the field, 
from Europe and elsewhere. This is 
one of the great advantages of 
international events.   

The academic program included 
5 plenary speakers. There were 
several distinguished key speakers 
at Aarhus, covering a wide range of 
the disciplinary interests of ESSE 
members. I heard three of them: 
Steven Connor (Birbeck College) 
who lectured on Thinking Things, 
Nigel Fabb (University of 
Strathclyde) on What is a Line of 
Verse and Toril Moi (Duke 
University) on 
History/Realism/Modernism. 
Rethinking Literary History of How 
Modernism Emerged. Steven 
Connor tried to convince the 
audience that “the subject is born of 
the object”: ‘to think’ is made of 
‘things’, he said, thus arguing in 
favor of the materiality of things. 

A conference highlight for me 
was Toril Moi, professor of 
Literature and Romance Studies at 
Duke University, whose works on 
feminist theory and women’s writing 
I was familiar with, hence my 
special interest for her. I was 
fascinated by her original incursion 
into the history of modernism in 
connection with idealism and 
realism. “Look and See”, Toril Moi 
told us, and magically, she made 
me rethink the intersections of 
literature, philosophy and aesthetics 
in a new light. 

As a conference participant I 
presented a paper on “Paule 



Marshall’s ‘Brooklyn’” within 
Seminar 16: Wholeness, Healing, 
and Spirituality: African American 
Women’s Revisions of the Historical 
and Spiritual Past. I focused on the 
journey back to the historical 
sources of the black community that 
is dominant in writings by black 
women in general, and Marshall in 
particular. 

The panel presenters from 
culturally diverse intellectual 
backgrounds (Spain, Greece, 
Finland, Romania, and Czech 
Republic) invited critical responses  
to African American Women writers’ 
contributions to the revisionism of 
US history, namely from the 
perspectives of wholeness, 
spirituality, and healing. Suzan-Lori 
Park, Toni Morrison, Paule 
Marshall, Octavia Butler, Gloria 
Naylor are some of the Afro-
American women writers discussed, 
whose commitment needs to be 
understood within the context of the 
postcolonial condition of the 
contemporary United States  where 
‘internal colonization’ has become 
their dominant experience. 

Among the issues related to 
black women’s fiction that were 
raised at Seminar 16, the following 
drew my special attention: ‘the 
ancestral grand mother as a 
timeless figure’ (Inmaculada Pineda 
Hernández: University of Malaga, 
Spain); ‘w(hole) of history in Suzan-
Lori Parks's plays’ (Kostantinos 
Blatanis: National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, Greece); 
‘history haunts, hurts, possesses 
you, can rape you, is encoded in 
our bodies, is engraved in our 
bodies’ (Karla Simcíková: University 
of Ostrava, Czech Republic); 
‘revision of good relationships 
between men and women in the 
Diaspora; strength and power 
comes from union “all o’ we one!” 
between women and men as well 
as from the “African descendants on 
Triunion and the harmonious 
combination of colors, languages, 
and cultures in one same society”’ 
(Silvia Castro: University of Malaga, 
Spain). 

The small number of papers 
presented within each two-hour 
seminar session allowed the two 
conveners (Karla Simcikova from 
University of Ostrava, Czech 
Republic, and Silvia Castro from 
University of Malaga, Spain) to 
encourage professional discussions 

between the speakers and with the 
audience in a friendly atmosphere. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The social program included a 

welcome reception at City Hall, a 
Conference Dinner on the 
University Campus, mini-excursions 
to the Old City and Hamlet’s grave 
(which helped the scholars glide 
into the Danish world of beauty, 
legend, and art), a visit to the Art 
Museum, and a poetry recital 
(Linton Kwesi Johnson, a Reggae 
poet).  

 My special thanks go to 
Dominic Rainsford, principal local 
organizer, and to his efficient team 
of teachers and students who 
managed to find suitable solutions 
to all the problems that were 
inherent in the organization of such 
a conference. Congratulations!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I should not end my brief report 

without mentioning the 9 (nine) 
publishers exhibiting at ESSE-9. 
They were: Continuum, Edinburgh 
University Press, Manchester 
University Press, Oxford University 
Press, Palgrave-Macmillan, Rodopi, 
Routledge, Scottish Writing, and 
Aarhus University Press. All of them 
displayed many books, old and 
new, from all humanistic fields of 
research, luring us with discount 
prices that we, the participants, can 
benefit from for up to three months 
after the conference. 

ESSE-9 was my first contact 
with such a large-scale conference 
in general and ESSE in particular. I 
shall look forward to meeting many 
of the scholars in Torino in two 
years’ time. Meanwhile, I will try to 
take full advantage of the contacts 
and experience I have acquired at 
this conference.  

Dominic Rainsford in his 
opening speech quoted from 
Seamus Heanes’ “The Tollund 
Man”. The Nobel Prize winner 
speaks in the poem about his 
intention to go to Aarhus where: “I 
will feel lost, unhappy and at home”. 
Dominic hoped that at the end of 
the conference, we, the participants 
“would not feel lost, would feel 
happy and at home”. And he was 
right. The Esse-9 Conference was 
both a successful and enjoyable 
event. 
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Over the years, I have enjoyed 
the charming and witty accounts of 
my friends and fellow RAAS 
members who, upon their return 
from the States, generously shared 
their experience as Fulbright 
scholars in the pages of our 
newsletter. Last year I became a 
Fulbrighter myself and, believe it or 
not, one of the first things that 
crossed my mind when I found out 
that I was one of the grantees was 
the quasi-obligatory report that I 
knew the newsletter editors, 
following a commendable tradition, 
would ask me to contribute after the 
conclusion of my American 
experience. When all this is over, 
what new and exciting information 
could I add to what has already 
been said by my colleagues? At that 
time, I quickly dismissed the thought 
out of superstition; after all, one 
doesn’t want to have too interesting 
a story to tell about a 10-month stay 
in a hurricane-exposed, firearm-



loving, poverty-ridden part of the 
U.S.  

But here I am now drawing the 
line and trying to assess my 
American experience. I was 
fortunate to have my project on the 
history of nineteenth century 
American literature accepted by one 
of the academics I had contacted 
before submitting the Fulbright 
application form. My advisor 
happened to be a professor of 
American literature at the English 
Department of Louisiana State 
University, and this is how I got to 
spend my grant period in Baton 
Rouge, the capital city of Louisiana. 
I had a wonderful time there.  

The LSU campus is officially 
one of the most beautiful in the 
country, with its stately live oaks, 
scented magnolias, and fully 
blossomed crape myrtles that 
contrast pleasantly with the Italian 
Renaissance-style buildings. I miss 
my walks through that campus and 
the occasional coffee breaks I took, 
sitting on a bench in the Quad, 
watching students and squirrels, 
and thinking of my family back 
home. I took advantage of my “full 
borrowing privileges” and I 
borrowed tons of books from the 
three-million volume library and 
spent countless hours in its 
spacious halls reading, taking 
notes, and scanning hundreds of 
pages. I also gorged myself on the 
vast network of research databases. 
In short, I plead guilty to having 
indulged in almost all scholarly 
pleasures known to man. 

I was no hermit. I audited 
classes, I met people, I had my 
accruing Ph.D. dissertation 
proofread and discussed many 
times over lunch with my advisor 
and other faculty as well. I made a 
lot of friends, I visited homes (and 
one historic plantation), I went to 
Walmart on the community bus or in 
a friend’s car, I went out for dinner 
(not as often as I would have liked 
to), I got fifty pounds of beads at 
Mardi Gras (most of which I had to 
leave behind on my departure day), 
I went to church and to quite a few 
symphonic concerts.  

I was impressed with the young 
Americans’ mobility. I met a guy 
who was born and raised in Iowa, 
moved with his parents to Kentucky, 
graduated from high school there, 
went alone to Tennessee to study 
piano, then to LSU for a master’s 

degree, which is where I found him. 
Last week I learned that he is 
already in Texas for his Ph.D. I was 
touched by the warmth and 
generosity with which many of the 
people I met (academics, students, 
neighbors) treated me. I’m grateful 
to all of them and I miss them. It 
was during the recent Gustav 
hurricane crisis (the most damaging 
storm that has hit Baton Rouge in 
thirty years) that I realized how 
strongly I had become attached to 
my friends there and to those 
places which, for a while, were my 
second home. 

Anything new or unexpected? 
Probably not… 

      The LSU Quad 
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One of the eight Studies of the 
United States Institutes (SUSI) 
currently run by the U.S. 
Department of State, “Religious 
Pluralism in the United States” is a 
six-week academic program for a 
group of eighteen scholars – 
academics, researchers, religious 
leaders – from around the world. 
The Institute has been hosted from 
its inception in 2001 by the 
Religious Studies Department of the 
University of California, Santa 
Barbara (UCSB), and includes two 
components: an intensive academic 
residency and an integrated 
educational tour, both accompanied 
by cultural activities and religious 
community visits intended to 
increase the participants’ 
understanding of the integration and 
role of religion in American society. 

Significantly titled this year 
“Religion in the U.S.: Pluralism and 
Public Presence,” the Institute was 
held between June 21 and August 4 
and offered a broad perspective on 
the religious features of the United 

States at the beginning of the 21st 
century. A host of mainly UCSB-
based experts on the history, 
sociology, and anthropology of 
religion organized lectures and 
seminars on topical issues, such as 
diversity versus pluralism in religion, 
the demography and sociology of 
American religion, civil religion, 
representations of religious groups 
in the media, and the blend of the 
religious and the ethnic/racial, from 
the Native Americans to Afro-
Americans, Jews, and Muslims. It is 
indeed hard to tell whether my keen 
sense of intellectual 
accomplishment after the four-week 
academic training was due to the 
lectures and follow-up discussions 
we had, where all participants 
shared valuable insights into the 
religious experience in their home 
countries, to the extensive and high 
quality reading we had to catch up 
with, and which, to the credit of our 
host university, had been 
thoughtfully provided and was 
already awaiting us in our dorm 
rooms, or to the very immersion in 
an environment – southern 
California – hospitable to a variety 
of religious experiences and 
experiments. To be fair, it is 
certainly a blend of all these factors, 
though felt as significant in different 
ratios from individual to individual 
and from day to day.  

Sprinkled throughout the week 
were visits to local churches, the 
mosque, the Reform synagogue, 
and Vedanta Temple, to attend 
religious service and/or to meet 
members of the religious 
communities. It felt nearly like in a 
children’s nursery rhyme: if it’s 
Friday noon, it’s mosque prayer, if 
it’s Friday evening, it’s Shabbat 
prayer in the synagogue, and if it’s 
Sunday morning, it’s Mass – or any 
other name – in Calvary Mega-
Church, Santa Barbara, or Goleta 
Presbyterian church, or, optionally 
because next to campus, the 
Orthodox church in Isla Vista. 

Last but not least, the 
magnificent location of our host 
campus – on the coast of the Pacific 
and thus recalling home to me – 
and the sheer awesomeness of 
visiting its library on a daily basis to 
leave it with a pile of loan books for 
midnight reading, contributed to a 
one-off experience of intensive 
study and enjoyment. 



Little could we envisage then, 
while still studying on campus, the 
experience just ahead of us. 
Positioned like in an afterthought 
within the four weeks of campus 
residency, the four-day study tour of 
Los Angeles gave us a foretaste of 
the visits to come no less than 
exposing us to the hustle and bustle 
of LA and the mirage of Hollywood. 
We rode on scorching mornings to 
the Hindu Temple, or to a downtown 
appointment with the leaders of the 
LA group of interfaith dialog based 
at the Islamic Center of Southern 
California, or to attend Mass in the 
postmodernist-looking Catholic 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels; 
we relished seeing UCLA Fowler 
Museum’s exhibition, “Mami Wata: 
Arts for Water Spirits in Africa and 
Its Diaspora,” and lingered by the 
memorabilia displayed in the 
Japanese American Museum in 
Little Tokyo to commemorate the 
American Japanese equivalent of 
the Holocaust, an experience that 
foreshadowed the bitterness of our 
visit to the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington, D.C. 

The first stop after leaving 
UCSB for good was Salt Lake City, 
in Utah, where we were to 
experience, as the schedule 
humorously put it, “being non-
Mormon in a Mormon country.” And 
experience we did: after a thorough 
immersion in the peculiar 
architecture of SLC, an introductory 
meeting with two leading experts on 
Mormonism, one of them a 
Methodist in fact, the 24th of July 
Parade (the Mormon equivalent of 
July 4th), and a tour of the LDS 
Humanitarian Center, we 
communed with Protestant priests 
in their respective churches to learn 
about the Christian experience amid 
Mormons, only to crown our own 
experience by attending the 
Tabernacle Choir Concert 
celebrating July 24th. 

The Atlanta tour – guided by 
staff from the Religious Studies 
Department of Georgia State 
University – included visits to the 
Hebrew Benevolent Congregation 
(“The Temple”), the Al Farooq 
Masjid (the mosque of Atlanta), and 
Carter Museum. We attended 
Sunday service at New Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, the historic church 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and toured 
his home and the MLK museum. 
Atlanta turned out to be another 

unsettling experience, from getting 
the feel of a Baptist service in a 
historically black church to 
witnessing an instance of civil 
religion at its most pious: the long 
line of visitor-pilgrims, mostly black 
and visibly tearful, doing homage to 
Martin Luther King, Jr. as they 
moved from one picture of his life to 
another.  

Washington, D.C., the terminus 
ad quem in the SUSI program, 
unfolded a series of memorable 
visits and events intended to give us 
a better understanding of American 
civil religion. Quite appropriately, 
our tour of the capital started with 
the National Cathedral, continued 
with the Capitol (we did watch the 
Congress in session!), the Religion 
and Policy Center, and ended with 
visits to Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Holocaust Museum, 
and optionally, to the plethora of 
museums in the vicinity of the 
Capitol.  

Looking back at this account of 
my SUSI experience, I now realize 
the shift in tone, from a very formal 
academic report – as it was 
originally intended – to something 
for which I lack a name, neither a 
diary entry nor a journalist’s report. I 
can feel its emotional surges, at 
times barely restrained, as the 
memories brought me back in time 
to re-live some of the experiences 
I’m now trying to share with you. So 
I’ve decided not to smooth out the 
jolts, but rather let my discourse 
flow at its own wayward pace, 
possibly the very pace I lived in the 
scorching summer of 2008 miles 
away from home. 
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21st June 
I remember the feeling of shame at 
Bradley Airport in Hartford, 
Connecticut, seeing my small black 
suitcase (I had decided against 
taking too much luggage) tied with 
white rope. I don’t know who did it, 
all I know was that at the first step 
was made by the customs officer at 
Otopeni Airport in Bucharest, who 
managed to take the handle off my 
suitcase with just one (too hard) 
pull.  Probably the others did the 
rest.   

The trip to Amherst took about 
an hour. Allie (sweet Allie) was 
driving the van packed with about 
ten of us, and in the meantime I was 
overhearing the conversation 
between Anita (Norway) and 
Francesca (Italy) about the many 
cultural opportunities Bologna 
(Francesca’s city) has to offer and 
fell asleep in the middle of it. 

 Newport dormitory was the 
place where I was going to stay for 
the next seven weeks of my life. It 
looked like a  mansion built in 
colonial style, three floors and only 
4 restrooms for 29 people (3 at first, 
the fourth one was going to be built 
in the following days, but it took 
almost 2 weeks – those American 
workers were nice, relaxed, loud 
guys, who did their best to finish the 
job but couldn’t because they were 
so relaxed; they didn’t care too 
much we were after a very long 
plane journey and listened to loud 
music while they were doing 
overtime at 11 pm). I found a pile of 
books on the desk in my room (the 
Norton Anthology, two volumes of 
For the Record and the Western 
Reader, plus a collection of 
documents), on top of which was a 
nice red juicy apple. And a Dove bar 
of soap.  

William (Ecuador) was the first 
smiling face I saw. He had arrived 
earlier and already knew the 
surroundings, had explored the 
town and was an invaluable guide 
to our first dining night in Amherst. 
We went to Judie’s, a restaurant 
Julie Hooks Davies recommended, I 
ordered something vegetarian, but 
didn’t get much to eat, just a huge 
plate of absolutely tasteless green 
stuff and couscous; the two things 
came together; I was lucky with the  
white wine, which wasn’t too bad.  

I slept like a log that night – like 
a rolling one. I woke up several 
times without knowing where I was. 
The town was absolutely peaceful 
and quiet. A lot of green space 
around the house – I could hear the 
crickets at night if I opened the 
window, which was not at all what I 
had expected America to be. 
Amherst is, as they say, a bubble of 
civilization, but I didn’t know that at 
that time. A small, elegant town, 
situated in the scenic Pioneer Valley 
of Western Massachusetts, where 
the college campus occupies most 
of the land and is, anyway, the 
focus of attention. It’s one of the 



most expensive colleges in the 
States, and the tuition fees can get 
higher than $40,000. It’s within 
driving distance from Boston (2 hrs) 
and New York (4 hrs).  

 The first Sunday I spent in 
Amherst was dedicated to spiritual 
matters (I went to church – a 
Catholic church) and very earthly 
ones (we got ITD money, to put it 
bluntly). I didn’t expect it because I 
hadn’t read the orientation manual 
attentively – with the end of school 
and all that – so I was pleasantly 
surprised to receive a very 
generous sum (about three times 
my Romanian salary), and this was 
the first installment. I also got to 
know my colleagues – 29 people 
from 27 countries – we introduced 
ourselves during this ceremony, 
who we were and what our 
positions were in the system – 
Frank Couvares (the academic 
director) and Julie Hooks Davies 
(the executive director of the 
program. The first two ones (Victor 
from Cameroun and Dorothee from 
Congo) spoke extensively, 
passionately. I also remember 
Suhad’s strong reaction to the 
Israelian flag: “I am Israeli Arab. I’m 
not Jewish.” At which Frank offered 
to find a Palestinian flag to replace 
the Israelian one. I don’t think he did 
it until we left. 

I still feel that specific warmth 
and glow inside when I think of 
them all – it’s what you have when 
you are with someone you respect 
very much. I still have that. 

 
June 23rd 

Frank began his first lecture 
about “American Democracy” with a 
memorable sentence I will never 
forget: “America is a big elephant.” 
By this he meant that the other 
countries being smaller and more 
fragile and delicate, they should 
watch out their steps, moves, ideas 
and attitudes, because, you know, 
the elephant sometimes – being so 
big – doesn’t pay too much attention 
to where he’s stepping, so collateral 
damages are excusable but also 
avoidable. I thought he would go on 
like that throughout the entire 
lecturing program, but no, he was 
too good to do that. Anyway, all this 
series of lectures on history was 
“just scratching the surface,” give a 
general idea of what American 
history is, but in a very critical way, 
“warts and all.” … 

Frost Library, impressive as it is 
in terms of architecture, space, 
good taste, money invested, well-
trained personnel, IT, computer 
access to the database etc- is a 
total failure when it comes to 
practical things like finding a book 
on the shelf. Because it’s never 
there, and I tried it several times. 
The good thing is that you can find 
many similar books, directed at the 
same subject. But not the book 
you’re looking for. They know that, 
of course, but they’re so proud of 
their computerized access that they 
don’t really care. 

  
June 30th  

After Christopher Pyle finished 
speaking, I said to myself “Oh, my 
God, this guy would be long dead in 
my country or in any other Eastern 
European, African or Asian 
country.” Dr. Pyle was, on the 
contrary, very alive, lively and 
feeling good about his own person. 
He’s a living legend for anyone who 
searches the internet. He was 
trained as a lawyer, an infantry 
officer and a counterintelligence 
agent. He taught at the Army 
intelligence School and worked for 
two Senate committees 
investigating intelligence abuses by 
the FBI and the CIA. He is one of 
the initiators of the Watergate affair 
because he exposed military 
surveillance of anti-war activists in 
1970. He wrote about the unlawful 
interrogations at the Guantanamo 
Bay prison. He is going to publish a 
book called Disgracing America: 
The War crimes of the Bush 
Administration. But his main theme 
that day was education, because 
we were all teachers, education that 
should encourage freedom of 
speech and civil discourse, that 
deals with ideas that really matter, 
that move the discussion in a 
constructive and moral direction. 
Those who engage in this should be 
polite and civil-minded, although 
being too polite or “letting off too 
much steam” can be an enemy of 
the civil discourse. He went on to 
tell us (as a matter of fact read, not 
tell – why do these people read 
when they have so much to say?) 
about how he taught his son to  
stand up for his rights while in 
school and admonished for wearing 
a T-shirt with an antisocial/sexist 
logo. His T-shirt was bought by the 
child’s mother, and the admonishing 

teacher was lesbian. The Pyle 
family sued the school, and after 3 
years of trials, bravely endured by 
the boy (who skipped classes in the 
meantime-it must have been very 
unpleasant for him to do that – but 
got ready to learn how to fight for 
his civil liberties), the school had to 
pay $ 80,000 to the Pyles as legal 
damages. 

He warned us against the 
greatest threat of all, which does not 
come from terrorism or the Bush 
administration, but from the 
computer technologies of 
surveillance (there are 16 federal 
intelligence agencies nowadays). 
Which is more serious, the 
government granted the torturers 
immunity from prosecution, and the 
President can issue a blank pardon 
to anyone. There have been 
900,000 names investigated by the 
FBI on terrorism, so national 
security is a big problem, because 
the more the American people 
expect to be protected, the greater 
the danger is. 

 
July 5th  

We went to Boston, but we 
visited Mayflower and Plymouth 
Plantation. These people turn 
everything into a monument. The 
rock the Mayflower hit upon, which 
made the Pilgrim Fathers settle in 
Massachusetts and not elsewhere, 
is now exhibited in a sort of Greek 
temple-like huge construction, all 
pillars. The small town is a living 
(commercial tribute) to the first 
European settlers. 

The Plymouth Plantation is part 
of the same story, an attempt at 
recreating time and space. We 
walked through the village of 
Wampanoag, the Indians who 
helped the Pilgrims accommodate – 
hence Thanksgiving. The Indians 
were trained actors who adopted a 
certain position of noble resignation, 
were offended if called Indians and 
scolded you if you trespassed their 
territory.  

The Pilgrim village (a replica of 
the one settled in 1627) is even 
more interesting, because the other 
actors try to speak old English, 
which is so fun! Friendly as both the 
Indians and the Pilgrims may have 
been with each other, the special 
wooden house sheltering canons (of 
English production, 1601) proves 
otherwise. I liked the crowd of 
cheering children, medievally 



dressed, playing with a ball of string 
and the nice voice of a man singing 
hymns in the garden, seated on a 
bench, next to his “wife’.  

Boston is huge, great! It’s my 
favorite! It’s such a nice, posh, 
expensive city! I don’t remember the 
name of the hotel where I slept or 
where I ate that night, or if I did. All I 
remember was the exhausting 
march that day and the fact that the 
moment we arrived in the city, we 
went on another march, to the 
highest building in Boston (it was 
the 31st floor) and marveled at the 
beauty of the panorama. After we 
came down, I crossed the central 
park – it was beautiful at 11 pm, so 
quiet, I wasn’t afraid at all. Unlike 
New York and Salt Lake City, which 
are structured in such a way that 
you can’t get lost, no matter how 
hard you try (SLC is like a beehive, 
for instance, with perfectly 
symmetrical streets), Boston is an 
architectural whim – maybe that’s 
why I prefer it. 
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The second edition of the school in 
American Studies at the Clinton 
Institute was the kind of summer 
camping that a junior academic can 
only wish for: a productive and 
exciting intellectual enterprise. 
Proverbially, when school starts on 
the 13th, one would expect ill omen 
to flood in, from setting foot on the 
Ryan Air Taxi to discovering the 
location of University College Dublin 
which has found an outlandish, yet 
picturesque, ex-urban home for 
itself. However, the 13th of July 
augured well for an entire and 
extremely intense week of 
workshops, plenary lectures, 
readings, informal exchanges of 
ideas, and a one-day symposium to 
boot.  

The school started with a 
talk by Professor Stanley Fish on 
the ‘Future of the Humanities’ which 
pleaded overtly for a political 
discoloring of academics in the 

teaching of their subjects and 
curricula. Unwittingly perhaps, the 
three workshops and the number of 
keynote lectures that followed in the 
course of the week proved 
Professor Fish’s thesis 
controversial, and to a degree, hard 
to sustain in the actual discourse 
and practice of American and 
Trans-Atlantic Studies. The 
overarching themes can only speak 
for themselves: ‘American Studies 
and the Question of Exceptionalism’ 
lead by Professor Donald Pease, 
Dartmouth College, ‘Historical 
Geographies of the Neoliberal 
Present, 1973-2008’ conducted by 
Professor Cindi Katz, City University 
of New York, ‘Enduring Freedom: 
Ideology and US Foreign Policy in 
the 21st Century’ run by Professor 
Liam Kennedy, UCD Clinton 
Institute, and Professor Scott Lucas, 
University of Birmingham. All the 
three workshops sought to highlight 
the inescapable and emancipatory 
role of the political sphere in all 
intellectual – ergo, academic - 
engagement, its methodological 
instrumentality as the obligatory 
basis of all interrogation.  

Perched on the frontier 
between literary studies and 
geography (a fairly extreme 
intellectual sport), I found delight in 
the daily sessions of the workshop 
on the ‘Historical Geographies of 
the Neoliberal Present’ with Cindi 
Katz, and a challenging team of 
young scholars from both sides of 
the Pond: Duke, Texas at Austin, 
Milan, Edinburgh, Dublin and 
Cambridge. The seminar followed 
two routes of debate. On the one 
hand, we brought to the table the 
meanings and actual implications of 
a neoliberal ideological, spatial, 
socio-economic, cultural and 
political agenda starting from a 
generous array of readings about a 
multi-faceted and sparsely 
questioned neoliberalism. On the 
other hand, each participant 
presented their own work, feeding 
into the narratives of (anti-) 
neoliberalism. The interdisciplinary 
character and high-quality of the 
workshop were also its greatest 
attraction. The thematic of the talks 
covered a range of research 
interests that proved utterly 
stimulating and is hard to contain in 
a few synthetic words: the effects of 
political classificatory regimes, the 
formation of the neoliberal subject 

and the disciplining of citizenship, 
the powerful social and aesthetic 
consequences of neoliberal 
economic practice, the literary 
reifications of a cultural 
transnationalism, the production of 
residual spaces and the aesthetic 
representation of vacancy, the 
advent of neoliberal urbanism, the 
global ecological movement and the 
(ab)use of animal totem figures.   

The lectures that took place 
each evening reinforced the 
theoretical, social, cultural and 
political frameworks set by the 
workshop(s). The issue of security 
and insecurity, coupled with the 
(Bushian) politics of domestic 
surveillance and imperialist 
interventionism in the aftermath of 
9/11, featured in most of the 
lectures given by Cindi Katz, Scott 
Lucas, Donald Pease, Donatella 
Izzo (University of Naples) and 
Hamilton Carroll (University of 
Leeds). While Cindi Katz was 
concerned with parental over-
protectionism as the correlative to a 
nationalist obsession with security, 
Scott Lucas with the dreary 
globalising war agenda of the Bush 
administration and Donald Pease 
with ‘undoing the Bush biopolitical 
settlement’, Donatella Izzo and 
Hamilton Carroll explored their 
cultural and literary ramifications in 
best selling narratives of war and 
the ‘domestic melodramas’ of 
September 11. Furthermore, Eric 
Lott (University of Virginia) 
underscored the factionalisms and 
contradictions facing the intellectual 
on the left in the neoliberal age, or 
in his own phrase, ‘the cold wars of 
the mind’. The lectures took a 
prominent aesthetic and historical 
turn with Liam Kennedy’s 
photographic exploration of the 
Vietnam War, Werner Sollors 
(Harvard)’s genealogical incursion 
into the photography of the 
Holocaust, Ruth Barton (Trinity 
College)’s critique of the Irish ethnic 
body in Hollywood films and 
Jonathan Auerbach (Maryland 
University)’s analysis of film noir 
and its ‘un-Americanness’.   

In the vein of the complexity 
and diversification of research 
angles sketched above, the 
pinnacle of the school was a one-
day symposium where each of us 
presented revised versions of the 
work that had benefited from 
feedback during the workshops. In 



spite of the brevity of each 
presentation, the symposium 
allowed us to liaise and establish a 
dialogue beyond the boundaries of 
one’s own workshop, which made 
the school more inclusive. The 
welcoming spirit, hospitality and 
affability of our hosts, Professor 
Liam Kennedy and Dr. Hamilton 
Carroll, the directors of the school, 
and Catherine Carey, manager of 
the Clinton Institute, were 
indispensable and ensured the 
smooth running of events. The 
garden barbeque in the last evening 
was the most enjoyable finale to a 
replenishing and rewarding week.  

�
����	������ 
��� ��
	��	��� �"�
�/�/� ���	�����(� �������
&��������(��0�
����
����������������������������������������������������������������� ���
�������������
�����"��������#��

The 9th Summer Institute “Principles 
and Practices of U.S. Elections” 
took place in Ukraine, June 1-7th, 
2008, and was organized by 
Chernivtsi National University and 
the Public affairs Section of the 
United States in Ukraine.  

The one week event, meant to 
examine the relation between 
emergent and residual practices of 
U.S. Elections, attracted more than 
30 participants from countries like 
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldavia, Georgia 
and Romania.  

Influential scholars in the field of 
American studies organized daily 
courses and workshops designed to 
provide a shared space of critical 
inquiry pertaining to American 
presidential elections. Andrew 
Busch’s complex presentations 
offered an insightful glimpse into the 
mechanics of the U.S. elections, 
with their multiple overlapping and 
crosscutting dynamics. They 
referred to the manner in which 
popular concerns are expressed by 
electoral expressions and specific 
voting behaviors and how 
candidates and campaigns mobilize 
on behalf of their preferred issues 
and interpretations. Daniel 
Belgrad’s lectures on the separation 
of powers within the American 
Federal Government focused on the 
manifold aspects of the checks and 
balance principle and on the 
potential intrusion of the executive 
into the prerogatives of the 

legislative and the judicial. Janet 
Demiray‘s seminars identified key 
principles of the U.S. foreign policy 
as reflected by different presidential 
administrations and prefigured by 
the next President’s agenda. Linda 
Gray’s interesting lectures on 
“Grassroots organizing” considered 
the necessity of contemporary 
politics to mobilize an effective 
majority vector out of disparate and 
idiosyncratic forces and interests 
that operate within networks of 
groups and regions. Raul Tovares’s 
“Broadcast regulations and federal 
elections” identified the impact of 
mass media upon shaping people’s 
concerns and expectations. Lisa 
Harshbarger’s presentation “U.S. 
immigration and its impact on 
American schools,“ by focusing on 
how current presidential candidates 
discuss this issue with prospective 
voters.  

The topics foregrounded key 
elements in the process of U.S. 
elections such as the political 
programs of former presidents, the 
social and economic framework in 
which the process of election takes 
place and the ideological rhetoric of 
such campaigns as mirrored by 
mass media trusts. The lectures 
occasioned lively exchanges of 
opinion during and after 
presentations.  

The Summer Institute 
felicitously coincided with the 
opening of the American Studies 
Center at Chernivitsi National 
University, event marked by William 
Taylor‘s address, the U.S. 
Ambassador in Ukraine. 

The event was hosted by the 
National University of Chernivtsi, a 
picturesque city of Northern 
Bukovina. The social program 
included a trip to Khotyn and 
Kamyanets – Podilsky fortresses, 
wonderful occasions for all the 
participants to admire the landscape 
and get acquainted with the history 
of the region.  

The 9th American Studies 
Summer Institute represented a 
notable academic event that 
contributed to fostering deeper 
understanding of the U.S. in its 
diversity and its impact on world 
politics and culture.  
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My research project compares 

the multi-cultured Transylvanian 
(Romanian) experience with the 
multi-ethnic region of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, in the United States, 
trying to explore access and equity 
issues in Romanian Higher 
Education by comparing it to the 
American Higher Education System 
and their experience in addressing 
specific barriers faced and in 
promoting engagement and 
success in higher education and 
beyond. Both the city of 
Philadelphia and Sibiu have many 
colleges and universities, including 
some that have historically favored 
certain ethnic groups or socio-
economic constituencies and both 
have had to provide, advance and 
support a wider range of student 
access to higher education in their 
rich history of educational access. 

However, in the following, I will 
not explore the content of that 
research project subject matter as 
such.  Instead, I will try to offer a 
sharper analytic mode on its starting 
point background, to describe what 
has prompted the topic as a subject 
worthy of a condensed data 
analysis of facts, and finally, will 
articulate what, to me, has qualified 
the topic for a larger area of 
comparative thematic interest.  

Questions of what makes a 
project a good research project 
have been haunting Romanian 
researchers in the last couple of 
years, particularly since in the most 
recent (and more modern) 
academic environments and 
settings, what will basically define 
the seriousness  and caliber of an 
academe’s activity will be their 
research, updating, learning and 
cross training skills, skills of a 
person who has evinced 
enthusiasm for professional 
research activities (publications, 
conference and seminar papers) as 
well as for the development and 
submissions of project-based 
applications for different research 
programs. In this context, ever more 
declared areas of interest have 
been defined as starting points for a 
stronger bonding with both the 



research community and with 
communities of policy and practice 
about the best ways to focus their 
work. Within these ever broader 
areas of inter-, cross- and trans-
disciplinary inquiries more focused 
and serious sustained programs of 
research and improvement, 
undertaken in the spirit of 
partnership with our colleagues in 
the worlds of scholarship and 
educational practice have called for 
a better focus, clearer articulation of 
objectives and further specificity in 
the approach description of any 
type of research projects and 
applications. 

At the outset, it is important to 
underscore that the general starting 
point of my research centers on the 
value of Higher Education, a core 
effort committed to teaching, 
learning and scholarship; all of 
these activities nurture ethical, 
creative, and informed citizens 
dedicated to the common good. As 
do all educators, higher education 
educators contribute to 
strengthening integrity, diversity, 
social justice, and civic 
responsibility in higher education 
and the wider society. But, on closer 
examination, there is a lot more to it 
than these worthwhile results.  
Educational researchers  in major 
research Romanian universities 
attempting to explore their topics in 
an academic environment of intense 
criticism (particularly after 1989) 
have understandably sought 
investigations that would satisfy 
their own goals, their colleagues’ 
concerns or a much broader range, 
hoping they would offer alternatives 
and solutions to various educational 
policies at work or on the way. 
Indeed so, various constituencies 
bring their own epistemologies to 
the table and what constitutes 
evidence of success to one may not 
be convincing at all to another; even 
when we know that such-and-such 
an educational program or policy 
has “worked” somewhere, we may 
not understand its operations well 
enough to help it work somewhere 
else, partly because the 
measurement metrics involved are 
ill-specified or in dispute, or simply 
because we cannot state, nor are 
yet prepared to understand, the 
contribution of any particular factor 
to the more general scheme of 
schooling at different levels across 
cities, regions and states. Thus, 

questions about context and 
process tend to get pushed to the 
side. From all I have read on 
education and higher education 
issues so far, a certain sense of 
incompleteness has characterized 
the survey of the system of 
education we have been all trying 
hard to understand; it is an atypical 
system, placed at the intersection of 
South Eastern European cultures 
which has begun to be de-
centralized and reformed at a fast 
pace since 1989 and which showed 
indication at the time that any 
attempt to reform it would not go 
smoothly, for it would have had to 
yield positive results in a short 
space of time in order to close the 
gap between the Romanian and 
larger European situation. The post-
communist transition in Romanian 
higher education fortunately 
coincided with the Bologna process; 
however, this meant that the system 
faced a double pressure: making up 
for almost 50 years of communism, 
and building at the same time a 
foundation on which future reforms 
could be based. Not surprisingly, it 
seems to me that the leading 
Romanian educational research 
during the past two decades has 
been somewhat too out-of context, 
deliberately, or by inadvertence, 
(dis) or mis-placed outside the civic-
town/regional matrix and therefore 
failed to take most of its 
empowering steam that could be 
generated from issues of greater 
public concern, such as: bi or multi-
lingualism, disabilities, gender, 
ethnicity and poverty. It looked to 
me more like  a collection of 
discrete educational research 
projects focused on reforming and 
reformed institutions with separable 
effects, it’s true, but which sort of 
invites you to consider only the 
more minor effects and the more 
trivial research. Present 
circumstances, however, challenge 
these priorities. New research, I 
tend to think, needs to explore the 
realities of educational practice in 
specific contexts, how it works and 
why it works the way it does, more 
deeply. For most Romanian policy 
makers, the non-authoritative 
character of much recent 
educational research is an obvious 
problem, partly because of the 
narrow conceptualization of issues, 
partly because of poor study design, 
partly because of the sharply 

ideological character of the 
discussion, stripped of any regional 
specificity dimension. Much of the 
more committed work I believe in 
comes from projects made up of 
teams of researchers, often place-
based, representing a variety of 
disciplines and methodologies, 
making a long-term commitment to 
understanding the larger problem, 
rather than doing little studies of 
their own, while hoping that one day 
all the little studies will add up to 
something. To varying degrees, I 
think the “town and gown” research 
on access issues in higher 
education that I am shaping tends 
to do multi-method, attempting 
longitudinal studies with much 
stronger-than-usual grounds for 
causal inference and applicability.  

To zoom in a little: in devising 
my strategy for my educational 
research project, I thought that 
reversing the focus and asking 
myself what education is affected 
by, is however, a lot more 
reasonable. I believe education 
changes all the time, and it varies 
widely, both in its character and in 
its apparent effectiveness, across 
nations and these changes and 
differences are primarily attributed 
to historical, demographic, 
economic, social, and political 
contexts. Education is affected by 
each and every such factor and 
there are unseen and, often times, 
imperceptible tiers and ties between 
all these components. It is such a 
direct association that I wanted to 
make between the town and the 
university, between education on 
the one hand and the social and 
spatial dimensions of the city on the 
other, using my own city as a 
source of study. 

The city of Sibiu 
(Hermannstadt) has many cross-
cultural currents and this multiethnic 
and multi-symbolic societal 
structure is undoubtedly reflected in 
the educational offering of its most 
emblematic institution, “Lucian 
Blaga” University. In this context it 
seems to me that a new structure, 
concept and image of the town have 
gradually emerged, alongside a new 
political strategy based on different 
forms of collective representation. In 
order to understand this process, 
my research project sets out to 
study everyday perceptions and 
practices of ethnicity, on the one 
hand, and the educational offer at 



the tertiary level, on the other. In 
more concrete terms, it aims to 
explore a geographical matrix 
where different cultures ( 
Romanian, Saxon, Hungarian) meet 
and blend in significant ethnic 
difference and sameness and then 
to examine how these can be 
experienced, represented and 
facilitated in the town’s higher 
education system, all the while 
being swept away by the cross 
currents of globalization.  

Such a town will have 
undoubtedly had to access 
education differently, according to 
its groups’ own patterns of culture. 
This enterprise will dictate acts of 
discovery, occurring through the 
exploration of lived reality, of new 
and appropriate ontologies, and, by 
extension, new and appropriate 
epistemologies. Sibiu is thus seen 
as too textured and contradictory a 
city to entrap itself into a mono-
dimensional framework. An 
important premise for my research 
is that our university, as an agency 
of higher learning and of creative 
discovery, has a real responsibility 
to sustain the constant redefinition 
of this town by pointing to and 
exploring new directions of 
continuing educational 
development. 

It is against such a background 
that a university like “Lucian Blaga” 
has emerged as a powerful 
institution in the shaping and 
sustenance of the multi-ethnic 
urban sphere and society, aware 
that it benefits most when the 
feeder sources for its 
undergraduate population are 
themselves enriched by traditions of 
exercise of the creative imagination. 
This institution is definitely one that 
speaks back to a totality of 
meaningful articulations of 
environmental and educational 
diversity, strategically placed at the 
bifurcation of culture into knowledge 
and knowledge into science. 
Perhaps it is culture that really 
counts in this millenium in the 
important pursuit of education 
defined on traditional lines, yet so 
adaptable to the changed and 
changing circumstances of the 
enlarged Europe. “Lucian Blaga” 
University is an institution of 
learning that is working to produce a 
self-reliant, self-respecting, tolerant, 
enterprising and productive 
community of souls. All these 

considerations should inform an 
educational project that will explore 
access within a multi-ethnic 
township space. Working back from 
education change or differences 
was still not the starting point in my 
research I was any willing to 
consider, as research impact 
formulations may often take you 
down the wrong path in a more 
fundamental way. As long as we 
think we have to justify specific 
research by its contribution to 
measurable social goals, I believe 
researchers will create such 
justifications. The process may 
have some claim to usefulness and 
desire for affecting practice, yet 
social goals should remain as 
admirable occasional side effects, 
not primary objectives. The tensions 
of exploring education in general, 
higher education in particular, have 
been somewhat pressing academia 
in new directions, causing many 
changes in the system of scholarly 
communication which it utilizes. The 
break taking alacrity of the post 
1989 governments and other elites 
which have managed to 
fundamentally alter the prevailing 
social ‘common sense’ about the 
role and place of the market in our 
lives represents, in my view, one 
such tension. Though globalization 
is all too often discussed in terms of 
economic inevitability, it is also 
appropriately the name for an 
especially effective discursive 
formation, the last grand narrative, 
which has translated capitalism in 
Romania into fate in only the space 
of less than two decades. Within 
cultural studies (non)justifiable 
attention has been paid to the broad 
sweep of consumer and commodity 
culture and to the individual and 
social identities produced, effected 
and articulated within it. In my 
project the same kind of attention 
needs to be devoted to the sites 
and forces that are capable of 
creating a healthy, steady, coherent 
and undiscriminating higher 
education system; to do so, it is 
important to fully explore the 
complex  ways in which a variety of 
symbolic forms--cultural codes and 
symbols--work in conjunction in this 
town with economic and educational 
categories to produce a culturally 
diverse society, perpetually 
stratified by various enriching forms 
of cultural representation. The 
current conditions of intellectual 

labour in our country seem to have 
still placed growing limitations on 
our ability to work together towards 
effective collective and common 
goals. All good research can do is 
give us a hint at the limitless 
possibilities that can arise if we 
address ourselves collectively to 
these new days.  
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Our purpose in the present 

paper is to bring a personal 
contribution to the approach of the 
literary text and thus prove that, the 
visual and verbal features of 
modernist texts mingle and give 
birth to a new universe, in which 
they lead an autonomous existence. 
The thesis consists of seven 
chapters. The internal approach of 
our study tries to demonstrate the 
particular set-ups of modernist 
poems, and consequently pays 
close attention to the theoretical 
premises of rhetorical figures such 
as metaphors, metonymies and 
symbols which feature crucially in 
them. 

Ezra Pound’s influential 
emphasis on an “economy of 
words” and a “direct treatment of 
the ‘thing’ whether subjective or 
objective”, as well as his claim that 
“the natural object is always the 
adequate symbol”, articulated the 
style of a generation. Ultimately, 
American Modernist poets 
(foremost among them, being the 
so-called Objectivists) took upon 
themselves the task of creating a 



kind of poetry that would replace 
“ideas” with “things”, concepts with 
objects, abstractions with facts, 
principles with actions. “Things are 
because of interrelations and 
interactions”, stated Stevens in one 
of his “Adagia”. No thing is the 
“thing” itself, it is the result of its 
interactions and interrelations with 
other environments. In our case, 
fascinated by visual arts, the poet 
assumes the role of the painter in 
an attempt to paint the thing itself. 
Therefore, the visual and verbal 
features of modernist texts mingle 
and give birth to a new universe. 
Our investigation starts with 
Gertrude Stein, as one of the 
initiators of this poetic trend and 
finds an ending point in the 
Objectivist group of poets who took 
upon themselves the task of 
creating a kind of poetry that would 
replace “ideas” with “things”. 

Modernist poets strove to 
emphasize the peculiar, dense, 
concreteness of the word. No longer 
merely a sign that stands for 
something else and engages 
thought, the word’s physical 
(alphabetical, typographical, iconic) 
and sonorous characteristics, as 
well as its etymological and 
historical layers of (all but 
“transparent”) meanings needed to 
be both anatomized and celebrated. 
According to William Carlos 
Williams: “It’s the words we need to 
get back to, words washed clean”. 
All writers selected share a number 
of common features and visions of 
society and the world, which 
determined their selection. They are 
all committed to developing 
alternatives. These alternatives are 
represented to a considerable 
extent by means of formal 
innovation, both large and small 
scale. All of them reflect this duality 
of forms, on strategy and on the 
critique of strategy, on large social 
issues and on details of syntax. 
Despite their social, historical and 
political divergent positions, they 
were all involved in a common 
enterprise- a struggle, not merely a 
struggle to make new poems, but to 
transform their culture and society. 

 The thesis was defended  
in March 2008. 
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A complex enterprise, the 
filmmaking process demands 
multiple exposures to analysis and 
critique, and invites a multitude of 
approaches, part of which are the 
focal point of this study, Topological 
adaptations: from text to film, from 
film to text. Owing to a continuing 
popularity of novel adaptations to 
screen, this research is an attempt 
to explain not reasons of this 
popularity, but to identify the 
technical specificities of the 
process, as well as to deconstruct 
the constant critical denigration of 
the general phenomenon of 
adaptation. The focal interest is 
mainly adaptations of fiction and 
non-fiction (novels and historical 
events), as well as the reverse 
process which concerns the 
transition from screen text to novel 
text.  

Concerning the status acquired 
by adaptation as a final product, 
Linda Hutcheon defensively noted 
“to be second is not to be 
secondary or inferior”, while to be 
first does not entail originality or 
authority, either (Theory of 
Adaptation 4). Nevertheless, there 
are quite a large number of 
dismissive opinions concerning the 
possibility of adaptation to reach 
high artistic standards, and, despite 
the larger number of defenders of 
adaptation, such defaming opinions 
on adaptation as a secondary tardy 
mode still continue. Consequently, 
one of the aims of the present study 
is to challenge this denigration, to 
plead against the charge of 
‘infidelity’ of adaptation, and to 
prove that adaptations should be no 
longer greeted as minor or 
subsidiary or never as good as the 
‘original’. Moreover, part of the 
present concern will be to prove 
that, as different as these media 
may be, both can successfully 
handle elements such as 
focalization and time, irony and 
ambiguity, metaphors, imagery 
and symbols, silences and 
absences.   

Despite the variety of sources, 
and types of adaptations, despite 

their differing supporting media 
(videogames, theme parks, web 
sites, graphic novels, song covers, 
operas, musicals, ballets, radio 
and stage plays), the concern of 
this study will consist in the more 
commonly discussed novels and 
films.  

Once this purpose of this 
investigation has been set, 
Chapter 1 - Basics of film 
adaptation theory- opens with basic 
assumptions of adaptation studies 
(merits and blames, the ‘musts’, or 
rather ‘needn’ts’ in relation to the 
trope of fidelity associated with 
screen versions), primary 
theoretical concepts (adaptation 
between intertextuality and 
hypertextuality, within Gerard 
Genette’s transtextual classes), 
taxonomies of adaptations, and 
the concept of “political 
correctness”, which recent 
debates on adaptations have 
induced. Several medium-
specificity enquiries of earlier and 
current theories of adaptation are 
considered and identified in a 
number of films, in order to 
balance both the limitations and 
advantages of this hybrid genre 
that borders literary and film 
studies.    

Starting from the grounds that 
narrative/narration are 
fundamentals of this ‘structural 
intertextuality’ that literature and 
film share, Chapter 2 - The 
narrative of fiction and film- revisits 
the medium specificity of both 
novel and film from a 
narratological stance. Considering 
elements of fiction narrative and 
filmic narrative in a comparative 
and contrastive applicability, the 
chapter also includes 
equivalences between a poetics of 
fiction narrative and a poetics of 
film. The deep structure of novel / 
film narratives is approached at 
three theoretical levels: a) 
narratology of fiction b) narrative 
semiotics and c) film semiotics. 

This semiotic investigation of 
filmic narrative marks the 
transition toward Chapter 3 - The 
semiotics of film- which is 
dedicated to the semiotics of film. 
Adaptation is this time discussed 
in terms of an intersemiotic 
translation which encompasses 
several stages, deploying the 
transformation of the linguistic 
signs into corresponding filmic 



equivalences. By the same 
semiotic token, chapter 3 revisits 
Christian Metz’s eight cinematic 
syntagmas (Film Language: A 
Semiotics of the Cinema, 1974), a 
semiotic alternative to the concepts 
of editing in classic film theory. 
Investigating the language of film, 
the last section operates an applied 
identification of the main 
taxonomies of film techniques (mise 
en scene, cinematography, editing, 
sound), and their validation is 
performed against a rich corpus of 
filmic texts. 

Once the theoretical frame has 
been consolidated in the first part of 
the paper (Chapter 1-3), the second 
part (Chapters 4-6) substantiates 
several case studies. Though the 
initial intention of the present 
research was two-fold, namely, the 
transitions from novel to screen and 
back to novel text, a challenging 
type of films includes adaptations of 
historical events to films, a case 
study added as a Coda.  

In this practical inquest, Chapter 
4 - From page to screen- focuses 
on adaptations of novels to screen. 
The composition of films entails 
decomposing the narratives of novel 
sources by the film adapters, who 
will further operate subsequent 
various strategies of addition, 
reduction, actualization, 
augmentation, concretization, etc. 
The choice for the corpus in this 
chapter has relied on films that 
stand within the American cinematic 
canon in various ways. These are 
remarkable cinematic counterparts 
(The Godfather, dir. Francis Ford 
Coppola, 1974) of novels of a lesser 
writerly and intellectual pose, which 
appeal to a mass audience (The 
Godfather, Mario Puzo, 1969). 
Further on, this research expands to 
two more novel-film dyads of equal 
critical value in the American literary 
and filmic canon which were offered 
equally remarkable cinematic 
versions: One Flew over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest (Ken Kesey, 1962 
and Milos Forman, 1975), and The 
Color Purple (Alice Walker, 1982 
and Steven Spielberg, 1985).  

Since the novelization of films is 
a sub-genre in this area of film 
studies, Chapter 5 - From screen to 
page: Jane Campion �  Kate 
Pullinger. The Piano: re-writing 
reversals of cinema- reciprocates a 
‘reverse’ focus on transitions from 
film to page. Jane Campion’s film 

The Piano (1993), and its 
accompanying novel of the same 
title (Jane Campion and Kate 
Pullinger, 1994) open to 
decomposition a rare and typical 
case of reverse adaptation.  
As a Coda to this enterprise, 
Chapter 6 - From history to 
television to screen: Rewriting 
history on screen: > McCarthy and 
Murrow �  George Clooney’s Good 
Night, and Good Luck.-� looks into a 
different type of adaptation that 
regards the on-screen transposition 
of a moment in American history, 
and American journalism, pivotal to 
both democratic and journalistic 
values. George Clooney’s 2005 film 
Good Night, and Good Luck. 
initiates a cinematic reminder to the 
collective memory about the 
practices of Senator Joseph 
McCarthy, and about Edward 
Murrow’s journalistic involvement in 
the age. Within the multiplicity of 
cinematic testimonies to historical 
truthfulness, George Clooney’s 
2005 Academy Award nominated 
Good Night, and Good Luck. proves 
its significance as a filmic document 
of what is called ‘the McCarthy 
years’ in the history of the United 
States. 

If this research was kindled by a 
personal desire to cross the border 
of ‘the ivory tower’ too often claimed 
by literature and literary studies, the 
gap is closed by the conclusions of 
this enterprise which might validate 
the verdict concerning the chances 
that the cinema in general, and 
adaptations in particular stand in 
reaching and adding art value to 
literature.    

The thesis was defended in 
March 2008. 
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This study explores memory, 
language and cultural experience as 
the coordinates of the marginalized 
self’s discourse. Focusing on these 
particular dimensions of identity and 
tracing their intricate ramifications in 

the works of Simon J. Ortiz, Joy 
Harjo and N. Scott Momaday 
represents the novelty of the 
analysis, which hopes to enlighten 
the essence of these powerful 
poetic voices in American Indian 
literature today. A distinction 
between a biographical or 
“historical” identity and a textual or 
“literary” one is made. The objects 
of analysis are the literary self as 
defined by Samuel Maio as well as 
the sense of ethnicity that is created 
in the work of the contemporary 
American Indian poets. The 
consciousness of speaking for a 
whole community and of 
representing a tribal point of view as 
well as the ethical issues attached 
to it are addressed by the poets and 
the consequent analysis. Memory, 
language and cultural experience 
point to the self’s rootedness in a 
tribal context and are intrinsically 
connected between themselves.  

Besides establishing these 
coordinates, the first chapter, 
Decolonizing the Self, also 
encompasses discussions on 
decolonization as a theoretical 
approach and a series of critical 
perspectives on contemporary 
Native American poetry. Developed 
by American Indian Studies 
scholars such as Jack Forbes and 
Devon Mihesuah, the project of 
decolonization provides a broad 
framework for significant 
perspectives emerging from literary 
critics, especially Craig Womack 
and P. Jane Hafen. The tribally-
based theoretical approach of this 
study embraces all aspects of the 
writer’s culture viewed holistically 
and emphasizes issues of 
resistance, survival, self-
determination and sovereignty. The 
survey of anthologies, critical 
articles as well as book-length 
studies that have appeared on 
Native American poetry throughout 
the nineties and since the turn of 
the century offers a starting point for 
the discussion of the four poets 
chosen. While describing the 
position of this poetry in the context 
of American literature at large, 
which translates in an incipient 
effort to allot minority poets a place 
in the canon, the presentation 
insists on the critical perspectives 
which discuss Native American 
poetry exclusively, among which 
two book-length studies that 
achieve very different portraits of 



contemporary Native American 
poetry - Robin Riley Fast’s and 
Norma Wilson’s. Most valuably, 
Speak to Me Words: Essays on 
Contemporary Indian Poetry (2003) 
edited by Dean Rader and Janice 
Gould brings together influential 
voices, balancing Native and non-
Native contributions on 
contemporary American Indian 
poets.  

The second chapter, “We Have 
to Keep Believing in Ourselves”: 
The Continuance of the Self in 
Simon Ortiz’s Poetry, analyzes all 
Ortiz’s volumes of poetry, from 
Woven Stone to Out There 
Somewhere and makes use of 
recent critical insights offered in the 
special issue of Studies in  
American Indian Literatures 
dedicated to Ortiz. Within this 
chapter,  “Memory - Reconnecting 
People, Land and History”, points to 
the ways in which Ortiz uses 
memory in order to affirm the 
American Indian nations’ strong 
connection to the land and urgent 
need to reclaim their history. In his 
early volumes the poet introduces 
his readership to the Acoma Pueblo 
worldview revisiting his people’s 
origin myth, identification with the 
land and respect for the wholeness 
in nature. In later volumes he relies 
on crucial moments in the past such 
as the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 and 
the Sand Creek massacre of 1864 
to expose acts of exploitation and 
colonization that still occur in the 
present, telling the story of America 
from a native perspective and 
engendering change for the 
generations to come. “Language – 
from Forming Words to Storytelling 
and Writing Poetry” explores Ortiz’s 
art as storyteller as Ortiz’s work 
contains numerous and diverse 
references to language: reflections 
on the mystery of an infant’s 
sounds, explanations of the 
importance of storytelling in 
traditional cultures and in his own 
writing, metaphors for the art of 
poetry and considerations on the 
power of language to (de)construct 
reality. “Cultural Experience – 
Traditions and Contemporary 
Readjustments” discusses Ortiz’s 
treatment of ancient practices that 
survive today. In his texts the poet 
points out that Native American 
cultures have evolved from the time 
of the encounter with European 
cultures and have developed their 

own ways of integrating outside 
influences and strategies of 
survival. Thus the speaker in his 
poems strives for deconstructing 
stereotypes and for being 
recognized for who he is. 

The third chapter, “I Should Be 
Writing Poems to Change the 
World”: The Revolutionary Self in 
Joy Harjo’s Poetry, discusses Harjo 
as a strong poetic voice, relying on 
Craig Womack’s approach that 
illuminates the Muscogee tribal 
stratum of her work. The 
revolutionary impulse of Harjo’s 
work is deeply grounded in personal 
motivation as she relates to the 
past, present and future from the 
position of a feminine self that 
seeks to overcome destruction and 
ensure survival for the next 
generation especially in her most 
celebrated volumes She Had Some 
Horses, In Mad Love and War and 
The Woman Who Fell from the Sky. 
In “Memory – Spiraling in Time and 
Space” the central concept of 
Harjo’s work is discussed. Her 
explorations of memory translate 
into poems that center around 
various aspects of remembering 
and reveal the complexity of the 
Muscogee identity. By relating to 
memory as a spiraling process that 
leads her back in time and space to 
the origins of her people, Harjo 
represents episodes of Muscogee 
history and discusses Oklahoma as 
defining for the self in her poems. 
Integrating tribal reliance on the 
other beings in the world such as 
the deer as well as incorporating 
pan-tribal myths such as the woman 
who fell from the sky, the poet 
ultimately presents contemporary 
life in terms of ancient American 
Indian beliefs that continue to be 
remembered. “Language – 
Empowerment through Writing” 
shows that the preoccupation with 
language evolves in Harjo’s work 
from reflecting traditional 
approaches consistent with Pueblo 
and Diné worldviews, which the 
poet is familiar with, to expressing 
trust in and doubt about the power 
of words. Her texts that refer to 
poetry writing continue this 
wavering which tends to be settled 
into the favor of writing as 
empowerment. Storytelling and the 
similarity between writing and 
painting also feature in her ars 
poetica. Several poems and 
affirmations from her essays 

problematize the use of English by 
the native people of America and 
disclose the intricacies of this 
situation for the Muscogee poet. 
“Cultural Experience – The Urban 
Native Woman’s Approach to 
Survival” discusses the self’s guises 
as Noni Daylight, a “dangerous” 
traveler to Oraibi or Anchorage, a 
mother hanging from the thirteenth 
floor or an American citizen 
empathizing with immigrants to the 
United States. The urban woman in 
Harjo’s poetry affirms her native 
heritage and epitomizes survival 
even in life-threatening situations. 
The poet also uses the image of the 
horses to represent the universally 
recognizable feminine experience 
today in an interlocking relationship 
self-other, turning this image into 
the trademark of her entire work.  

The fourth chapter, “I Am Alive”: 
Strategies of Self-Definition in N. 
Scott Momaday’s Poetry refers to 
Momaday as a poet who defines a 
powerful American Indian identity in 
a range of texts from the volumes 
The Gourd Dancer and In the 
Presence of the Sun: Stories and 
Poems, 1961-1991. Some critical 
insights on his novels prove 
revelatory for the discussion of his 
poetry. “Memory – Recovering 
Myths and Rituals” shows that, 
throughout his poetry, Momaday 
shapes self-definitions in relation to 
land, nature and Kiowa myths. 
Memory has the power to make the 
connection between the “I” in the 
text and the world of the Kiowa 
creation myth, when the people 
came into the world through a 
hollow log, or to the myth of the 
bear transformation. While 
knowledge of present day 
Southwestern views informs the 
feeling of connectedness to the 
land, the tribal self asserts its 
American Indianness through 
participation to traditional dances 
and rituals, remembered and 
enacted in the present. “Language - 
The Restorative Power of Words” 
points to the ways in which 
language as creative and 
restorative power for the individual 
and the communal self is 
documented in a couple of “New 
Poems”, following the tradition of 
native thought according to which 
ritualistic expression can heal. 
When addressing the Wounded 
Knee Massacre, the poem has the 
capacity to represent the victims 



reverting the terrible death, life and 
survival being posited beyond 
tragedy. “Cultural Experience – from 
Personal Stance to Heritage 
Emblems” looks at experiences of 
the self in The Gourd Dancer, which 
encompasses the very personal 
stance of the loner in a foreign land 
as well as of the poet in search of 
connectedness with other artists. 
Culturally speaking, the 
reinterpretations of heritage 
developed in In the Presence of the 
Sun: Stories and Poems, 1961-
1991 are much more relevant. On 
the one hand, the self is envisaged 
as a partner of Billy the Kid, an 
emblem of the West, and on the 
other hand, the self appears as a 
fighter with a shield, a richly 
symbolical object of the Plains 
tribes. 

As the attention paid to Simon 
Ortiz, Joy Harjo and N. Scott 
Momaday in Europe is still scarce, 
this contribution, which has 
reconsidered some of their much 
anthologized and often celebrated 
texts as well as occasioned the 
discovery of texts that have never 
been included in volumes of 
selected poems or in major critical 
publications, hopes to add to the 
discussion and increase the 
acknowledgement these poets 
should receive. As volumes of 
poetry and other artistic projects 
signed by the three poets will 
continue to be released, the project 
will include further illustrations of 
their creative power. 

The thesis was defended in 
April 2008. 
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This study tries to focus on the 
intersections and interactions 
between two major phenomena of 
our time – rock culture and 
contemporary poetry. Rock has 
always been an integral part of 
popular culture, even when its 
refinement and elaboration seemed 
to recommend it as a possible 

surprise member of a high culture 
family of musical genres. At the 
same time, modern and 
contemporary American poetry has 
gradually come closer and closer in 
time to popular culture as the latter 
in its turn attained vertiginously to a 
status of universal language and all-
engulfing medium for modern life. 
Poetry has tried consistently to 
account for that medium and even 
to speak that language, just as rock 
music and lyrics have so often 
managed to bear testimony of 
contemporary society and culture. 

The close analysis of such 
interactions and mutually reinforcing 
exchanges will prompt us to 
enhance the concept of rock poetry 
to much more than just rock lyrics, 
which does not mean that we shall 
treat the latter as scanty or 
negligible in any respect. Two other 
acceptations of the term will 
therefore be advanced: the first: 
rock poetry in the sense of poetry 
written by professional mainstream 
poets on rock, as inspired by rock, 
or in a style that may be read as 
rock (this latter aspect will involve a 
more general thematic and 
technical discussion on a possible 
poetical style and aesthetic 
category called ‘rock’); and the 
second: poetry written and 
published by rock poets as ‘literary’ 
poetry, and not as lyrics to be sung 
or performed on stage. 

Therefore, we shall start with a 
general approach to the relationship 
between the two concepts – rock 
poetry (in its generally accepted 
sense – lyrics) and what has been 
called formal/ linear/ mainstream/ 
(and what I prefer to term) literary 
poetry. We shall see how people on 
both sides have tried to cross the 
border and what were the reactions 
they inevitably triggered. The 
analysis will show how the attempts 
of certain rock artists to make a 
break into the world of letters has 
met with quite skeptical reception in 
certain typical cases, and how even 
a sacred monster like Bob Dylan 
has been seen by most important 
rock critics not as so much an 
important writer but rather the 
harbinger of certain new artistic 
modes or even of a completely new 
art. But the recent book by famous 
academic and critic Christopher 
Ricks on Bob Dylan will invite us to 
have a closer look into the latter’s 
relationship with English letters in 

general and with contemporary 
American poetry in particular, with 
excurses on mathematical versus 
mathematics poetry and more 
significantly, Dylan’s closely 
biographical and fruitfully artistic 
relationship to Ginsberg. 

The wider issue of rock artists/ 
lyrics writers in general as 
potentially weight-carrying poets, 
inducted by the fabulous example of 
Bob Dylan shall lead us to the most 
noteworthy attempt to establish 
(certain specific parts of) the huge 
corpus of rock lyrics as ‘serious’ 
enduring poetry – Richard 
Goldstein’s and Homer Hogan’s 
rock anthologies of the 1960s and 
the 1970s. We shall see there the 
daring parallels drawn by these two 
authors between the lyrics of some 
important rock artists of the moment 
(and as later confirmed, of popular 
music history) and the poetry of 
certain established contemporary 
(and in some cases not only 
contemporary) mainstream poets. 
The lack of any significant followers 
to the projects of the two 
abovementioned critics – on a 
corpus or anthology scale – shall be 
given special consideration and 
shall occasion a parallel to 
nowadays concerns regarding the 
impact and audience of poetry and 
the possible ways out, most 
remarkably poet and critic Danna 
Gioia’s approach to the issue. 

These latter questions will give 
the cue to analyzing the cases of 
poets and critics concerned with (or 
even jealous of) the wide popularity 
and impact of rock as compared to 
contemporary poetry, especially the 
studies of Kathleen Rooney, 
Stephen Burt, and most notably, the 
ones of former US Poet Laureate 
Robert Pinsky. In this context it shall 
be most relevant to analyze a rare 
success story like the one of David 
Berman, who started off as an indie 
rock artist but also managed, as an 
MFA graduate to be both acclaimed 
by literary critics for his first 
collection of poems and at the same 
time sell amazing poetry print-runs. 

By the half of this chapter we 
shall therefore, in the context of 
substantial and relevant 
interferences between the realms of 
poetry and poetry criticism on the 
one hand and the one of rock 
culture on the other take the due 
opportunity to present the reader 
with our own triadic definition of the 



term “rock poetry” and to focus 
during the remainder of the chapter 
on the part of rock poetry defined as 
poetry written by established poets 
on rock, hence literary poetry 
inspired by rock music very much in 
the way in which jazz related 
experiences inspire jazz poetry. It 
will be the right place to analyze Jim 
Elledge’s anthologies of rock in 
contemporary poetry and launch 
into a close analysis of the poetries 
of David Wojahn, Robert Wrigley, 
Richard Speakes, David St. John, 
the case of Wojahn’s rock sonnets 
requiring an analysis of possible 
relationships between rock and 
poetic forms with parallels to 
classics like the Shakespearian 
sonnets and to contemporary poetry 
subjects involving Elizabeth Bishop 
and Robert Lowell. The amplitude 
which rock poetry is thus seen able 
to implicate shall take us to a 
discussion of a possible general 
quality called ‘rock’ that may be 
encountered in poetries of various 
cultures and times, as the seminal 
study of Sharon Hamilton on John 
Ashbery and Led Zeppelin should 
urge us to speculate, but by moving 
the area of discussion even beyond 
the boundaries of contemporary 
American poetry. A discussion 
involving again Shakespeare, Blake 
and Rimbaud, Clark Coolidge, 
Wojahn and Elledge again, even a 
few Romanian poets and most 
specifically and conclusively 
Gregory Corso (among other 
benefits, for the one involving 
differentiating accurately between 
rock and jazz poetry) shall help us 
move towards a definition of an 
aesthetic category of rock poetry 
involving thematically and 
technically circumscribed as well as 
attitude–related typical elements. 

The third chapter shall 
correspond to the part of our 
definition regarding poetry written / 
published ‘as poetry’ by rock artists. 
I have chosen to focus on 
Morrison’s poetry (the two thin 
collections published in his life time 
and, mainly, his bulky posthumous 
works) rather than his lyrics 
because the latter have been 
written about before (in literary 
criticism) and they are obviously 
more popular than the former. 
Besides, my opinion – which I shall 
also try to back up with academic 
arguments in this chapter – is that 
his major contribution to 

contemporary poetry is in those 
writings (although there are also 
great accomplishments in his lyrics 
as well, and our analysis shall once 
in a while also switch to that part of 
his works) and I therefore find an 
excellent example and opportunity 
to make my point regarding the 
importance of such (unfortunately 
rather neglected) writings in 
contemporary poetry. Jim Morrison 
is also a very convenient example 
for this study since it is not only that 
his poetry brought him credit even 
with the literary world, but unlike 
Bob Dylan whose fame and stature 
as a poet are founded decisively on 
his lyrics, in the case of Morrison 
one can talk – and this chapter will 
hopefully prove it – about his world 
famous lyrics but at the same time 
and even more righteously about 
his great literary poetry, his poetry 
written as literature and not as rock 
performance destined wordings. 

The cultural critique in The 
Lords shall lead us to an analysis of 
the social and segregational issues 
in Morrison and a number of close-
reading parallels to an important 
contemporary poet – Baron 
Wormser – who shares such 
themes and in whose writings one 
can come across technical prosodic 
concerns (especially certain aspects 
related to the use of para-rhymes) 
that Morrison’s posthumous poetry 
is also very rich in. Such close 
attention to technique shall also 
lead us to see how certain recurrent 
themes and motifs in Morrison’s 
poetry are disseminated and 
rendered effective on the levels of 
diction and meter, mostly subjects 
related to shamanism, orphism and 
dionysism, elements of romanticism 
and early European modernism, 
form as both prosodic concern and 
poetical motif, and the poetic 
paradigm of the body / self / map / 
country / desert / and cosmos. 
Morrison’s romantic seascapes 
shall be compared to the 
postmodernist ones of Jack Spicer, 
Nathaniel Tarn, and Gustaf Sobin. 
In terms of romanticism as such we 
shall draw a detailed parallel to the 
self-declared consistent romantic of 
contemporary poetry, Robert 
Duncan and draw a few conclusions 
about the poetries of both, 
underscoring the singularity of their 
stances and the specific way in 
which Morrison bypasses American 
poetic traditions Duncan was more 

than fond of. Morrison’s shamanism 
shall also implicate a discussion of 
Gary Snyder and Jerome 
Rothenberg which will have to 
clarify to what extent the bio-
regionalist shamanism of Snyder 
and the “perfect translations” in 
Rothenberg’s ethnopoetics are 
consonant or not to the ecstatically 
oracular, performance triggered and 
modernistically shaped shamanism 
of Morrison. 

The Frank Zappa section shall 
correspond to the lyrics part of our 
triad, in which I want to depart from 
the ubiquitous ‘Bob Dylan – the 
Beatles’ obligatory material in 
writing on lyrics (so much the more 
as I will have treated them in the 
general view rock poetry chapter) 
and focus on a gigantesque-stature 
non-conformist in 20th century music 
and lyrics. I shall try to prove there 
how in the case of such a great 
artist, the ‘modest’ business of 
writing lyrics not only begets 
amazing pieces of poetry but 
actually puts forth an overwhelming 
oeuvre in which verse every now 
and then spontaneously flows into 
prose and even theater, thus 
proving how a ‘minor’ genre (rock 
lyrics) can cross the boundary to 
‘real’ poetry as well as the 
boundaries between literary genres 
in general and hence considerably 
enrich the possibilities of 
contemporary poetry as such. 

The hyperreality issue shall 
invite the one of self-referentiality 
and reflexivity in Zappa’s lyrics and 
thus occasion some parallels to 
certain established contemporary 
poets such as Mark Strand, or, after 
tracing down the differentiating note 
of edgy critique in Zappa, West 
Coast poets like Kenneth Rexroth 
and Gary Snyder, the comparison to 
the latter occasioning a discussion 
of the social and political dimension 
in the poetries of them both in the 
wider context of politically strained 
verse in contemporary American 
letters. The harsh humor we shall 
find on the table of distinctive notes 
between Zappa and Snyder and 
other politically vocal poets shall 
require another discussion 
implicating salient figures in 
contemporary pinch-of-(at-times-
grim)humor verse – Billy Collins, 
Charles Simic, Ronald Wallace, and 
Matthew Rohrer. 

The conclusion of this chapter 
shall argue that although more 



renowned, until now, for his 
extremely complex music and non-
conformist attitudes, Zappa’s lyrics 
are more than the absurdly funny 
words that have been enchanting 
and mesmerizing audiences for 
almost a half of a century, but an 

amazing corpus of poetry and 
theater that establishes ways of 
expression and perspectives that 
would not be present in American 
verse and letters if it were not for 
him and his songs. 

So it all started in the music, but 
then the muse smiled upon the 
poem. 
The thesis was defended in March 
2008. 
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 As the French observer Alexis de Tocqueville in 
his famous book Democracy in America (1835) proposed, 
we study America “because it is America, and because it 
is more than America.” Firstly, because America has 
shown us much that we need to understand about modern 
or post-modern ideas processes, experience, the workings 
of modern society and history. Secondly, and this is 
another important reason for the growing interest in the 
United States, the strength and vigour of American culture. 
It was always a highly expressive and articulate culture. 
So was the hunger for self-definition, the exploration of 
sensations, ideals, principles, and American dreams. This 
process has become an object of attention and 
fascination. This is a nation in flux, remarkably mixed in 
peoples, culturally assimilative and plural and socially of 
huge variety. It is within such a context that Rodica Mihail�  
and Irina Grigorescu-Pan� , the editors of the volume 
New/Old Worlds: Spaces of Transition (Univers 
Encyclopedic, Bucharest, 2007), place the discussion of 
the forms in which the “New World” space communicates 
with the culturally fixed alterity of the “old World”. 

The focus of the sections of this volume Mapping 
Theory, New; Old World itineraries, Technologies of 
Representation, Negotiating Identities, Transitional 
Geographies, Romanian / America: Modes of Interchange 
reflects the nuanced positioning of “America” as an 
articulate “Other” in relation to an Old World itself marked 
by a continuous process of redefinition. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Framed by diverse post-cold war spaces, the theories 
informing American cultural studies engage a constructive 
dialogue intensely intellectual and emotional (Rodica 
Mih� il� ). Exceptionalism and critical thinking (Jucan, 
Av� danei) could arguably be re-read in the contemporary 
globalized world as experiences of regeneration, while 
metaphors  and modes of cultural hybridity  alternately 
become the poles of an interior itinerary experienced by 
authors critics alike (Ciugureanu, Cu�itatru, Can� nau), 
constructing postmodernist and feminist transnational 
transgressions (Vasilescu, Nicolaescu). America’s place in 
the process of enchantment /deception played out against 
the European perception of world conquest (Ivana) is itself 
marked by inescapable doublings (Irimia). For all this, 
America remained a model for constitutional rights and 
personal freedom (Danko), a utopia responding to 
religious and moral values for the contemporary traveler in 
search of salvation (Paraschivescu). America also 
embodies versions of alienation, verging on the surreal 
future of waste, artifice and hypertrophied evolution 
(Stroe).  America’s self-perception after 9/11 demands 
authoritative new interlocutors and interrogates modes of 
resistance and subversion (Csernatoni). 

The essays in the next section focus on the 
technologies of representation through which the New 
World is read or prophesized. Thus dystopian New and 
Old worlds are indicative of a space that traps 
contemporary subjects in new cyber-cultural models 
(Ardelean). The terms of identity are too interactive to 
protect a fixed sense of selfhood from the celebration of 
the virtual nomad performing the world scene as a 
changing, chameleonic website (Mihalache), attempts to 
escape the gaze and the power of media and ritualized 
cultures (Dragan, Rogoveanu), or from the violence and 
error that inscribe the void of a decentered authority 
(Visan & Visan). Other cultural frames interrogate modes 
of stability played out by the South set against the city 
(Dumbrava) and generate a post memory ethically marked 
by the rigors of a double consciousness (Precup). 
Complex transition from the religious to the secular 
generates fresh expectations in the “New Canaan” on the 
part of the Jewish immigrants (Mîndra), while modes of 
surviving marginality in a mainstream culture forge new 
identities at the intersection of race, history and memory 
(Mitrea, Maior). New transitional geographies become 
working notions for reading palimpsestically the new/old 
world margin that has absorbed and regenerated 
exemplary tales of migration (T� n� sesscu) and which 
surfaces as a cosmopolitan Orient-Occident for which 
cosmopolitics outlive monologism (Spyra). Dominant 
contemporary American narratives waver between 
dissemination as an affirmation of polyphonic voices 
(Luca) and dispersion as a loss of New World dream 
imagery (R� dulescu). Reconfigurations of displacement 



entail a “dissolution” (Schwab) that becomes an essential 
mode through which to plot journeying across/ old margins 
in an attempt to infinitely defer stagnation and to 
eventually restore in the imaginative register the initial 
American dream of wilderness (Mitocaru). 

The essays in the last section foreground the ways in 
which concepts of America have inscribed Romanian 
culture, engaging a reflection on personal and national 
representation. The process is traced through 
representations of O’Neill’s plays on Romanian stages 
(Bulz), the acts of reading and translating American poetry 
(Florea), or through Bellow’s vision of the world behind the 
Iron Curtain (Oltean). 

New / Old Worlds: Spaces of Transition bears 
testimony to the need of a continuous dialogue with 
America; it opens up a subject of great interest with more 
application and understanding than it has heretofore 
received here and presents a stimulating “Romanian face 
of America” that is worth reading with close attention and 
reflecting on. 
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Since the concept of generation, as far as literary 
movements are corcerned, has already raised so many 
furious debates and controversies among writers and 
specialists all around, the regional dimension in organizing 
a literary anthology comes in handy and proves to be both 
necessary and trendy, with its refreshing and substantial 
perspectives on the dynamics of the literature nowadays. 
That’s why the volume American Regionalism: An 
Anthology (Oradea: Editura Universit�� ii din Oradea, 
2006), the vision of two articulate voices: Irina Chirica and 
Teodor Mateoc, is a solid material for the seminar 
activities, for all the interested students, but most of all an 
exigent and consistent re-evaluation of both notorious and 
less notorious American writers and their works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Structured in four major chapters, each  summing up four 
authors belonging to the region in question: the WEST, the 
MIDWEST, NEW ENGLAND, and the SOUTH, the book 
has a completely circular form and a rewarding proportion. 
The Introduction elaborates on the multiple connotations 
of the central term of the anthology, the region; 
the authors’ inner strategy for their volume, the concept is 
clarified from the very beginning, starting with its basic 
denotative sense and adding progressively new meanings 
to it, all permanently related to the essence of the volume: 
the literary phenomenon. Thus, from geography through 
history and finally to literature, which is the very object of 

the anthology, we are given the impression that everything 
is mentioned for a reason, that the progression is fluent 
and believable for the reader. The Introduction is most 
definitely linking various collateral geographic, historical 
and aesthetic elements to the issue of regionalism, 
transcending the word far beyond its initially supposed 
pretext value, into its rightful place, that of a living 
organism, applicable to the authors’ strategy; it specifies 
the exact reasons for the present selection and it offers 
the background seen in its intrinsic dynamic and also the 
consequences of the stated generous approach. 

America has always been a land of diverse regions. At first, 
these were defined by natural barriers and boundaries, 
particularly massive mountain chains in East and West and 
vast prairies in the midland. To a degree, natural history 
inevitably shapes human history. (…) 
Regional realism, as a literary movement, is sometimes 
designated “local color”. (…) 
Regional realism in the post-Civil War era, though sectional 
in focus, not only reflected national reunification but also 
contributed to it. That is, it reshaped the image of national 
identity by engendering a pride in unity by emphasizing 
regional diversity. [p. 7; 8; 9; 14] 
The strategy of introducing and presenting the chosen 

writer and his or her literary work is clearly-cut and only 
apparently obvious or soft, because under the umbrella of 
the so-called evident information regarding the writers and 
their stories, one can detect the well-hidden the mixture of 
both scholar/ academic texture and personal, original 
touch given to the discourse. The departure point in the 
selected writers’ portrayals would be either the irony of 
their situation, or the immediate well-known aesthetic 
detail, but their depictions are always pointing out to the 
recurrent themes, the ups and downs and the paradoxes 
associated with their names and literary works. Both Irina 
Chirica and Teodor Mateoc seem to possess a certain 
taste for the controversial topics, for the 
misunderstandings implying the writers and their writings, 
both of them inspiringly trying to de-mystify, to re-
invigorate, to re-dimension their figures in the fresh minds 
of their readers: “Aware as he was of his audience’s 
expectations and interests, he couldn’t help noticing, 
however, the evils that took root in the newly colonized 
territory. One constant theme is the denunciation of the 
influence civilization was having on the West” [p. 17]. Each 
story is accompanied by extended “hints” concerning its 
publication, its critical reception in time, the natural result 
being a coherent text-interpretation opened to further 
suggestions and future debates, in the spirit of the 
fashionable post-modernist spirit. The literary analyses 
proceed from identifying the obvious and end up in 
revealing the hidden, the obscure. That’s why, once again, 

the anthology is a success and a valid construction. 
It’s a pity that its two authors have not signed their names 
on the exact pages they wrote, but we forgive them for 
their rare sense of modesty. 
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This book represents a written transcript, initially published 
in the Salmagundi magazine, of an interview with Saul 
Bellow taken by Norman Manea in the larger framework of 
a series of interviews with various writers of Jewish 
extraction. These spiritual encounters, grouped under the 
heading of “Words & Images: the Jerusalem Literary 
Project,” are meant to underline the multiple links between 
these writers’ work and their Jewish identity. The 
designation of Norman Manea as the interviewer in 
Bellow’s case stems both from the author’s desire to have 

this kind of conversation with his friend and from N. 
Manea’s interest in Bellow’s life and work.  

The topics discussed vary from Bellow’s relationship 
with his family (parents and brothers) which reveals a man 
deeply concerned with his Jewish immigrant roots, to the 
influence that various U.S. cities and numerous friends 
from the American intellectual and artistic scene had on 
his work. Bellow’s encounter as a lonely child on a hospital 
bed with the Christian Gospels is depicted against the 
background of his early Jewish education given by his 

family. This represents for the writer the starting point of his integration into the American scene, his special concern with the 
sometimes conflicting, yet mutually enriching conditions of being both a Jew and an American.  

The hardships of the immigrant life, stances of anti-Semitism, the rapidly moving acculturation process that Saul Bellow 
underwent represent the fertile sources of his literary work. 
His desire to be Americanized, his encounter with the 
American books, with various trends in world politics and 
culture (from Freud to Trotsky, from Kafka to Eliade), his 
friendship with the Partisan Review group, with Philip Roth, 
Delmore Schwartz, Isaac Rosenfeld, Ralph Ellison, and 
Allan Bloom will give Bellow’s fiction that special taste of 
highly intellectual debates mixed with strikingly sensitive 
artistic descriptions of our contemporary society.  

Triggered by Norman Manea’s questions, Saul Bellow 
ponders on his special connections with his favorite books 
and characters (Augie March functions as a fictional alter-
ego of his youth), on his choice between two possible ways 
of perceiving the world – that of Herzog, the intellectual, and 
that of Humboldt, the artist; on the fate of Europe torn apart 
by fascism and then by communism. The writer states his 
point of view on the fate of the state of Israel, on the 
difficulty of dealing with the Holocaust in his work, on the 
reception of his books (including the Nobel Prize he earned), 
on the way he faced aging and death.  

Throughout the interview the reader is able to witness 
the story of a young Jewish boy who made America and 
writing his true home, who knew that choosing art in a very 
pragmatic society meant going against the grain, and who 
knew that in this battle his victory would be a small one. Just 
how small it was remains to be decided by each reader 
through the lecture of Bellow’s books. Manea’s interview just 
provides the reader with the portrait of the American author.  
________________________________________________ 
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BEST WEBSITES OF THE MONTH 
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“ Ovid , Myth and (Literary) Exile”  
Ovidius University - Constan �a, Romania, September 10 -
12, 2009. 
 
For details, please contact Ludmila Martanovschi: 
raas_list2008@yahoo.com 
�
“Forever Young? The Changing Images of America” 
(the biennial EAAS Conference) 
UCD Clinton Institute for American Studies,  
Dublin, Ireland, March 26-29, 2010. 
<http://www.eaas.eu/newsletter/EAAS%20ASE%2061min.pdf 
>, p.27 
January 31, 2009 : Deadline for submission of workshop and 
parallel lecture proposals to include a one-page abstract and a half-
page c.v. of potential workshop chairs and parallel lecturers – with 
little or no formatting. Workshop chairs from the 2008 Oslo 
conference cannot be workshop chairs in Dublin. Please do not 
submit proposals for individual workshop papers at this time. Such 
propositions may be sent to the selected workshop chairs who will 
be announced in the May 2009 issue of the ASE Newsletter.  
Please send all information via e-mail to the EAAS Secretary 
General, Jenel Virden, at <virden@eaas.eu>.�



 
1. OFFSTATS: Official Statistics on the Web  

URL: http://www.offstats.auckland.ac.nz/  
This site offers an invaluable, centralized collection of links to free, 
official statistics resources. Statistics sites abound, bur none are as 
comprehensive, useful, and well maintained as the University of 
Auckland Library’s OFFSTATS . The site arranges statistics 
sources alphabetically in three sections – by country, region, and 
subject – with pull-down boxes for easy selection. Presentation is 
very simple, with a set of sources listed for each country, region, or 
topic, including the publisher name or acronym when relevant. The 
site’s true value is evident not in the links to standard NGO sources, 
such as the UN’s InfoNation database , but in the local and subject-
oriented links, which represent sometimes obscure sources and 
include even small countries. These sources often provide much 
deeper information than do the large database aggregators.  
As a listing of genuinely authoritative statistics sources, OFFSTATS 
has no parallel. It is essential for all levels. 

3. InteliHealth  
URL: http://www.intelihealth.com/   
Aetna’s InteliHealth , established in 1996, 
has partnered with the Harvard Medical 
School  and the Columbia University 
College of Dental Medicine  to provide 
quality consumer health information. The 
site contains no advertisements for medical 
products, devices, or services. An editorial 
board of medical professionals reviews all 
material added to the site, and sources of 
information are clearly marked. Articles on 
health topics are updated at least once 
every two years, and the revision date is 
displayed.  
Special features include health news 
updates, free e-mail subscriptions on health 
issues, interactive tools, commentaries on a 
variety of health topics, and an Ask the 
Expert  option that gives consumers the 
opportunity to submit health questions to be 
answered by health professionals. 
This excellent site is comparable to others 
that provide authoritative consumer health 
information. It is highly recommended for all 
levels. 

4. EduHound: Everything for 
Education K-12  

URL: http://www.eduhound.com/  
EduHound is valuable for students, 
teachers, parents, and anyone interested in 
a comprehensive menu of educational 
resources. President and creator Judith 
Rajala is a former K-12 educator, and she 
mines the Internet for classroom resources 
and tools to enhance learning. The site 
includes links to resources for most subjects 
taught in the K-12 curriculum and also 
provides links to community resources, 
grants and funding, and professional sites 
for teachers.  
Users can browse by subject categories, by 
lesson plans, or “by site sets”, which are 
targeted resource collections on specific 
topics. Other resources available on this 
site include a collection of free clip art, 
worksheets, and other classroom design 
resources. 
Users are encouraged to submit links to 
resources they have found worthwhile. He 
site is highly recommended for anyone 
interested in k-12 educational resources. 

5. American Women through Time   
URL: 
http://www.mtsu.edu/~kmiddlet/history/   
women/wh-timeline.html  
This useful Internet resource, free to the public 
on Middle Tennessee State University ’s 
Internet server, is divided into four main 
components: Beginnings, 19th Century, 20th 
Century, and Other Timelines.  The Web site 
primarily serves undergraduate students, 
though it is an outstanding resource for 
elementary through high school teachers and 
their students. The site itself predominantly 
connects researchers with other Web sites. 
Each section contains a useful bibliography of 
print publications. The comprehensive design 
is well thought out, and although some 
sections are stronger than others, the merit of 
this site as a source for historical research is 
notable. Overall, the organization is quite 
logical. Additionally, this Internet resource is 
easy to navigate, and its search engine is 
most efficient.  
The site is highly recommended for all libraries 
and levels. 
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1. Dr. Duncan MCDOUGALL  
Arrival: October 08 – 9 months  
Topic: Global Business  
Romanian University: Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj  
Home University: Plymouth State College of the University 
System of New Hampshire  
 
2. Dr. Liliana MITROVICI  
Arrival: October 08 – 9 months  
Topic: Saints Cosma & Damian in Romanian Folk Literature and 
Painting  
Romanian University: Ovidius University, Constanta  
Home University: independent scholar  

 
3. Mr. Kerry GLAMSCH  
Arrival: October 08 – 9 months  
Topic: American Culture and Film  
Romanian University: University of Craiova, Craiova  
Home Institution: University of South Florida, Tampa  
 
4. Dr. Reza NEKOVEI  
Arrival: October 08 – 9 months  
Topic: Electrical Engineering and Computer Science  
Romanian University: Bucharest Polytechnic University, 
Bucharest  
Home University: Texas A&M University--Kingsville  
 
5. Dr. Nancy SHERMAN  
Arrival: September 2008 – 5 months  
Topic: Education, career counseling   

2.  UsingEnglish.com: Resources for English as a  
 Second Language  

URL: http://www.usingenglish.com/  
Started in 2002, this highly developed Web site devoted to ESL 
teaching and learning includes several varieties of English, but 
British English dominates. Users have the option of registering 
(for free), but lots of information is available without registering. 
The site includes a reference section – offering grammar, 
idioms, and phrasal and irregular verbs – and hundreds of good 
online ESL quizzes and worksheets. Other content includes 
games, word lists, forums, and a text content analysis tool that 
analyzes composition pieces up to 500 KB.  
This site can be used by self-motivated students for additional 
language practice or by teachers searching for additional 
teaching resources. One of the most developed ESL Web sites 
available today, this site surpasses costly ESL products that are 
on the market. It is recommended for users at all level. 



Romanian University: University of Oradea, Oradea  
Home University: Bradley University, IL  
 
6. Dr. Adalbert GRUNFELD  
Arrival: February 09 – 5 months  
Topic: U.S. Social and Political History  
Romanian University: University of the West, Timisoara  
Home University: SUNY-Empire State College, NY  
 
7. Dr. Anthony O'KEEFFE  
Arrival: February 2009 – 5 months  
Topic: American Literature, Identity, Self and Culture  
Romanian University: University of the West, Timisoara  
Home University: Bellarmine University, Louisville, KY  
 
8. Dr. Alan LORD  
Arrival: February 2009 – 5 months  
Topic: Information Systems Auditing and Control: Auditor 
Independence Issues 
Romanian University: Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest  
Home University: Bowling Green State Univ., OH  
 
9. Dr. Kathryn OBENCHAIN  
Arrival: February 2009 – 5 months  
Topic: Education, Democratic citizenship education  
Romanian University: Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj  
Home University: University of Nevada--Reno  
 
2008/09 FULBRIGHT JUNIORS  
– as a rule, arrivals in late September, for a total of 9 months –  
 
1. Ms. Laura NUGENT  
Topic: Theology & Religion   
Romanian University: Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj  
Home University: Washington and Lee Univ., VA  
 
2. Mr. Charles HARRIS  
Topic: Teaching English as a Foreign Language & Advising 
Romanian University: Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu  
Home University: Southern Illinois Univ., Carbondale 
 
3. Mr. Jeremy HAWKINS  
Topic: Teaching English as A Foreign Language & Advising  
Romanian University: Transylvania University, Brasov  
Home University: Univ. of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL  
 
4. Ms. Ana CONSTANTINESCU  
Topic: Art and Architectural History  
Romanian University: University of Bucharest, Bucharest  
Home University: Lake Forest College, IL  
 
5. Ms. Rachel RENZ  
Topic: History, Cultural and Intellectual  
Romanian University: Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca  
Home University: Oglethorpe University, GA  
 
6. Mr. Andrew GUESS  
Arrival: January 2009, 9 months  
Topic: Political Science, Misc. (journalism)  
Romanian University: University of Bucharest  
Home University: Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY  
 
7. Ms. Kimberly GITTLESON  
Topic: Teaching English As A Foreign Language & Advising  
Romanian University: Al.I. Cuza University of Iasi  
Home University: Harvard University, MA, Undergraduate  

 
8. Ms. Emily DARRELL  
Topic: Teaching English As A Foreign Language & Advising 
Romanian University: University of Bucharest, American Studies  
Home University: University of Montana  
 
9. Mr. Joshua LIPKOWITZ  
Arrival: September 08 – 7 months  
Topic: Ecology  
Romanian University: University of Bucharest  
Home University: Pitzer College, CA  
 
10. Dr. David BANVILLE  
Topic: Education 
Romanian University: Al.I. Cuza University, Iasi  
Home University: American University, Washington, DC 
 
FULBRIGHT HAYS :  
 
Mr. Michael THORNE  
Arrival: January 2009  
Topic: History (Roma, Holocaust)  
Romanian University: University of Bucharest  
Home University: Indiana University, Bloomington  
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RAAS   

 

President: Adina Ciugureanu , Department of English and American 
Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University - Constanta, Aleea 
Universitatii 1, Campus, Constan�a; <aciugureanu@univ-ovidius.ro> 
 
 
Vice President: Roxana Oltean , Faculty of Foreign Languages, 
Department of English, University of Bucharest, 7-13 Pitar Mos 
Street, 70151 Bucharest;  <roxana.oltean@txmail.ro> 
 
 
Secretary: Ileana Marin , Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University - 
Constanta, Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus, Constan�a;  
<solonmarin@hotmail.com> 
 
 
Treasurer: Ludmila Martanovschi , Department of English and 
American Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University - Constan�a, 
Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus, Constan�a; 
<ludmila_martan@yahoo.com> 
 
 
Newsletter editor: Ileana Chiru-Jitaru , Department of English and 
American Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius University - Constan�a, 
Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus, Constan�a; <ileanajitaru@gmail.com> 
 
 
 
European Association for American Studies (EAAS)  
<http://www.eaas.eu> 
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